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THE THIRD SATURDAY IN OCTOBER, 1990... 

Artist Daniel A. Moore has beautifully captured what should 
prove to be another great classic in the annals of “‘crimson 
history.’ Van Tiffin’s famous kick in 1985 set a plateau of 
greatness to which all place kickers now aspire. One such 
aspiration was reached with this 47-yard, 
game-winning field goal as the final 

seconds disappeared from Neyland ESL Oy 
Stadium’s clock. ‘‘The Kick II’”’ now Sige? | 
becomes a sequel to Mr. Moore’s pe VN ; 
1985 painting, “‘The Kick.’’ We yf : 
believe “‘The Kick II’ will be 
another sellout. 
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Limited Edition. Published RN 

from the original oil painting, this S cS Gyn OS, 
edition is strictly limited to 3,000 Se eee ees 
prints plus 150 Artist’s Proofs, each — 

hand signed and numbered by the Artist. 24-k gold 
Specially formulated permanent inks and conservators-grade 
paper have been implemented in the production of this 
beautiful print. The print has an image area of 18” x 25” and 
is embossed with the specially designed medallion in 24-k 
gold as shown. Each print is accompanied by a certificate 
of authenticity. 


A Limited Edition Art Print by 


Daniel A. Moore 


ORDER FORM K-II 
Full-Color Edition. Unframed $125.00 Qty. 


Framed $265.00 Qty. 


Artist’s Proofs. Unframed $250.00 Qty. 


Framed $390.00 Qty. 


Sales Tax. Alabama residents mustadd 7% § 


Shipping. Add $6 for each order of unframed prints $ 
Add $8 for each framed print § 
Prices subject to change without notice. 
Please find check or money order enclosed for total amount 


Please charge total to my CO) VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 


CARD# EXP. 


CARDHOLDER SIGNATURE 


SHIP TO: Must list street address for UPS delivery. All prints shipped flat 


Name 
Address 
City State 


Home Phone Work Phone 


YOU HAVE A FULL “‘NO RISK” 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


New Life Art, Inc., 3600 Lornaridge Drive, Birmingham, AL 35216 * (205) 979-2158 . 
For information concerning this and other original paintings for sale by Daniel A. Moore, please call New Life Art Gallery at 1-800-735-2787. 
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of Destin 


Says 


Congratulations Coach Sanderson 
and the Crimson Tide! 
SEC Tournament Champions Again! 


Hwy. 98 at Tops’l Beach Resort (904) 267-4644 
FOOTBALL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS . . .THE SCORE!!! 
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BAMA 11 


AUBURN 


Amount 
Red T-Shirt @ $10.00 ea. $ 
Black T-Shirt @ $10.00 ea. $ Address 
Red Jersey @ $15.00 ea. $ 
White Sweatshirt @ $15.00 ea. $ City_______ State_____ ZIP 


Total $ Phone (___) 


Top quality -- 100% cotton [] Payment enclosed (Check or money order 

Prices include shipping and handling HOGG a to: Hogg Tease) 

Florida residents add 6% sales tax P.O. Box 605 

Delivery 7-10 days Destin, FL 32451 
(904) 267-4644 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


ALABAMA 
VIDEOTAPE 


The TideDynasty 
(1892-1982) 


The football story of the Alabama Crimson Tide, from 1892 
through 1982, included some of the greatest and most coloful 
players, coaches and games. This high-quality, 90-minute 
videotape, narrated by nationally-known broadcaster 
Jack Drees and Alabama color commentator Doug Layton, 
includes films and interviews of the men who built and 


sustained Alabama football. 
(This videotape is a re-edited version of two separate shows formerly offered by 
DE Sports Productions.) 


Now Only $59.50 


Total Amount Enclosed 
check or money order 


Card No. 


_____ Master Card 
Expiration Date 
Signature 
Send to 
Address 
City 


State Day Phone (AC) 


Make Check Payable to: 
Documentary Sports, LTD 
c/o "BAMA 

P.O. Box 6104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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On The Cover: Robert Jones has become 
something of a specialist for the Alabama 
football team, the Crimson Tide’s desig- 
nated short yardage tailback. While 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE soe fee fine Genin Titty Paceaees, 


he has played an important role for the 
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Spring Football: 

Building An Offensive Line 8 
Alabama Head Football Coach Gene Stallings has made no secret that a problem area for Bama 
next year could be the offensive line. Work is going on this spring to try to rectify the situation. 
dim Fuller and Mike Solario are in charge of building the offensive front. by Kirk McNair 


Jeremy Nunley: 


He Wants To Be Number One 12 
Jeremy Nunley came to Alabama because he believed it offered the best opportunity to win SEC 
and national championships. He also came as an outside linebacker, but when Bama’s new coach- 
ing staff decided last spring it needed more bodies on the defensive line, Nunley made the switch 


to end. It has been a successful transition. by Kirk McNair 
Meet The Staff: 
Rouzie Couldn’t Live Without It 14 


When Jeff Rouzie decided to leave Coach Paul Bryant's Alabama coaching staff in the early 
1980s, the head coach told him he’d know soon enough if he could live without coaching. Rouzie 
decided he couldn't, and after many years of waiting he is back on the field coaching Bama’s in- 


side linebackers. by Donald F. Staffo 
Robert Jones: 
He Plays In Shadow Of Cousin 16 


When Bobby Humphrey was a record-setting running back for the Crimson Tide, there were ru- 
mors that his cousin, Robert Jones, was even better, even though Jones was still in high school. 
Jones hasn't approached the accomplishments of Humphrey, but he has a role. by Steve Kirk 


Dana Dobransky: 

She’s More Than Supporting 20 
Last year Dana Dobransky had a relatively disappointing season for the Alabama gymnastics team 
because of stress fracture in her leg. As a sophomore this season she is one of the reasons 
Alabama is among the nation’s top teams as the Crimson Tide prepares to host the NCAA cham- 
pionships. by Barbara Butler 


Basketball Soars Again: 

Tide Continues As One Of Best 24 
Basketball is a tournament game and under Head Coach Wimp Sanderson Alabama basketball 
teams have been at their best in tournaments. After a slow start, the 1990-91 Crimson Tide lived 
up to high expectations, the Arkansas game notwithstanding. by Kirk McNair 


Basketball Prospects: 

Bama Looks To Add More 26 
Although Alabama has already had a successful basketball recruiting season, getting three out- 
standing players in the early period, the Tide wants to add to its roster. Here's a look at some the 
Tide may be considering (and which may be considering Bama). by Kirk McNair 


The Departments 


Scorecard 6 
Winter Sports Results 28 
Spring Sports Schedules 29 
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A Spring Update 

Alabama's football team completed 40 
per cent of its spring training time-six of 
15 practices—before taking off after the 
March 21 workout for The University's 
spring break. 

Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
has kept a stiff upper lip about having 
spring practice broken by the 10-day 
break. He says he doesn't worry about the 
players not having carryover, concentrat- 
ing instead on the opportunity those with 
minor injuries will have to recover. And he 
hasn't used the excuse that Alabama took 
its spring break at an unlikely time: only 
two weeks before the end of the normal 
class schedule. To have held spring train- 
ing later would have run the players into 
final examinations. To have started earlier 
would have risked bad weather. 

The number one question of the spring is: 
Who will be the quarterback. At the break, 
that question had not been answered. The 
good news was that three have been ade- 
quate-Jay Barker, Danny Davis and Danny 
Woodson. The bad news is that none has 
stepped forward to take the job. 

At the break, Stallings said he was still 
concerned about the things he had been 
concerned about prior to spring training: 
quarterback, offensive line, field goal kicker 
and free safety. However, the offensive line 
(see page 8) seems to be coming along, 
one deep at least; Hamp Greene has been 
comforting as a placekicker; and Brian 
Stutson has been a standout at safety. One 
rumored problem in the secondary: a con- 
cern over the academic status of returning 
starting cornerback Mark McMillian. One 
insider says if McMillian is eligible he might 
return at left cornerback with George 
Teague (who has been very good) moving 
to safety. Stacy Harrison at strong saf 
and Antonio Langham at right cornerb 
have been outstanding. Stallings said he 
was pleased with work on the defensive 
line and linebacker and with the running 
backs and receivers on offense. 

Additional standouts appear to be: tight 
end Derrick Warren; wide receivers Rick 
Brown and Donnie Finkley; tailback 
Derrick Lassic; fullbacks Kevin Turner, 
Martin Houston and Junior Sewell; nose 
tackle Robert Stewart; outside linebacker 
Steve Webb. 

Most of the experiments (position 
changes) have involved walkons (running 
back Jeff Marshall and wide receiver 
Roman Colburn to defensive back, tight 
end Monroe Harrison from tight end to 
defensive end), but there have been a few 
others. Running back Craig Harris worked 
a few days at safety before going back to 
offense. John Clay does seem more at 
home in the offensive line than at 
linebacker. And there is still talk that nose 
tackle James Gregory might have a future 
on the offensive line, though he hasn't 
been tried there. Part of the reason for 
that is a question about another nose tack- 
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SCORECARD 


le, Jason Milner. The redshirt freshman 
has an irregular heartbeat. Surgery is 
scheduled this summer to correct it. 


The Final Practice 

Although the starting time for Alabama's 
final football practice of spring training on 
Saturday, April 13, is still listed as “To Be 
Announced,” a handful of other events in- 
dicate practice will begin about 2 p.m. The 
practice, as all other Saturday practices 
this spring, is open to the public since 
there is no A-Day Game this year. Practice 
will be at Thomas Field. 

At 10 a.m. the Walk of Fame will be 
conducted at Denny Chimes on The 
University campus. The 1990 Bama cap- 
tains-Gary Hollingsworth, Efrum Thomas 
and Philip Doyle-are scheduled to have 
their handprints and footprints join those 
of previous Tide captains. (Doyle may 
have a problem. The All-America place- 
kicker is also a member of the Bama base- 
ball team, which is at Georgia on April 
13). At 11 a.m. Alabama will dedicate the 
Hank Crisp Indoor Facility next to the 
Thomas Field practice area. 

A couple of A-Club functions (not open 
to the public) continue until 2 p.m. 


Hank Crisp 

The man for whom Alabama's indoor 
football practice field building has been 
named (the name of the facility now has 
the incongruous label, “The Hank Crisp 
Indoor Building”) was a coaching legend. 
He was an Alabama coach in football (as- 
sistant) and basketball (head coach) from 
1925-42 and 1946 and later served as ath- 
letics director, stepping down when Paul 
Bryant returned as athletics director and 
head football coach in 1958. Crisp had re- 
cruited Bryant to Alabama as a player. In 
all, he spent 49 years in service to The 
University. He died January 23, 1970, 
only moments before his formal induction 
into the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. 


Bryant-Denny Stadium 

Even if Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings wanted to have an A-Day Game 
(which he did not), no facility is available 
for a spring football game this year. The 
AstroTurf has been removed from Bryant- 
Denny Stadium and new Prescription 
Athletic Turf grass is going down. 

Bobby Rice, director of facilities for 
Alabama's athletics department, said that 
installation of the new turf is on schedule. 
He said most of the preliminary work for 
putting in the turf had been done and that 
the actual grass would probably be 
sprigged by May 15. The field does not 
have to be ready until about August 15. 


All-Star Nominees 

Alabama's sports information office 
hasn't wasted any time in nominating play- 
ers for all-star recognition. That’s because 
many pre-season football publications 


don't even wait until the end of spring 
training to accumulate information used in 
making preseason predictions and select- 
ing preseason all-star teams. Therefore, 
the Tide’s sports information staff had to 
make its nominees based exclusively on 
previous performance. 

Bama's nominees include two men who 
missed practically all of last season, tail- 
back Siran Stacy (injured in the opening 

ame) and wide receiver Craig Sanderson 
finjured in Alabama’s second game). The 
other Crimson Tide nominees are: strong 
safety Stacy Harrison, nose tackle Robert 
Stewart, inside linebacker John Sullins, 
fullback Kevin Turner and outside lineback- 
er Steve Webb. 


On The Auction Block 

Top item being offered in an auction for 
the benefit of the Leukemia Society at 
Commonwealth Stadium in Lexington, 
Kentucky on April 3? The auction is part 
of a “Rick Pitino Breakfast of Champions”’ 
fund-raiser and the most talked about item 
on the block is the plaid jacket Pitino wore 
when Alabama played Kentucky in 
Lexington this year. The jacket was a gim- 
mick that brought a smile to the face of 
the Man From Plaid, Crimson Tide Head 
Coach Wimp Sanderson. 


Burgess All-SEC 

Alabama junior forward Linda Burgess 
was selected to the All-Southeastern 
Conference Women's Basketball team this 
year. The team was selected by the 
league's head coaches. Burgess led 
Alabama in scoring and rebounding with 
averages of 15.8 and 7.9. She scored 20 
or more points in seven games. Burgess 
came to Bama from Calhoun Junior 
College, where she was an All-America. 


Another Star Coming 

The state that gave Alabama men’s bas- 
ketball James Robinson is also sending 
Tide Women’s Coach Rick Moody a po- 
tential scoring machine. Niesa Johnson, a 

uard at Clinton, Mississippi, signed with 
Bama in last November's early signing pe- 
riod. As a senior she did nothing but im- 
prove her already brilliant reputation. She 
averaged 35 points per game, was named 
Mississippi Player of the Year for both 
boys and girls basketball, and was the 
Gatorade Player of the Year in the nation 
in girls basketball. She set a national high 
school record for girls basketball with 11 
three-point shots in one game, a game in 
which she scored 62 points. 


Baseball Starts Strong 

No sport has more statistics kept than 
does baseball. Alabama's sports informa- 
tion office has determined that Alabama's 
six wins in the month of February marked 
a school record for wins in that short, cold 
month. Alabama was 16-3 as of March 
19, the Crimson Tide's best start since 
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1983 when Bama opened 16-2. In 1983 
it will be remembered Alabama won the 
Southeastern Conference tournament and 
advanced to the finals of the College 
World Series. That Tide team finished with 
a 46-11 record, 


Stadium Dedication 

Alabama followers are invited to make a 
day of it when The University dedicates 
the Sewell-Thomas Baseball Stadium. A 
barbecue will begin at 12:30 under a tent 
between the baseball field and Coleman 
Coliseum. Tickets for the barbecue, $6 
each, will be available at the tent. 
Dedication ceremonies begin at 3:30 p.m. 
At 4 p.m. the Tide will take on Ole Miss in 
a baseball doubleheader. 


1991 SEC Tournament 

The 1991 Southeastern Conference 
baseball tournament will be in LSU’s Alex 
Box Stadium in Baton Rouge beginning 
May 16. The top six regular season finish- 
ers advance to the SEC Tournament. 


Chipping Away 

David Kirkpatrick of the Alabarma men's 
golf team chipped in for a birdie on the 
inal hole to take the individual champi- 
onship by one stroke at the Jerry Pate 
Invitational at Tiger Point in Pensacola, 
Florida, March 10. Kirkpatrick had a 74 in 
the final round to go with earlier rounds of 
75 and 72 for a 221 total in the 54-hole 
tournament. Bama finished in third place in 
the tournament, which is sponsored by the 
former Crimson Tide and PGA golf star. 
Kirkpatrick is Bama’s leading scorer this 
year with a 72.7 average after 15 rounds. 

Kirkpatrick's title was the third in two 
years for an Alabama player. Sean Pacetti 
won the Southeastern Invitational in 1990 
and Spike McRoy was the champion at 
the 1990 Louisiana Classic. 


High Ranking 

Alabama men's tennis player Ellis 
Ferreira got his highest singles ranking ever 
when the Volvo Tennis Rankings were re- 
leased in March. The senior was ranked 
number 20. Ferreira and Rick Witsken 
dropped to number 10 from their previous 
fifth place ranking in doubles, even though 
they had won seven straight matches. 

The Crimson Tide team of Coach John 
Kreis did not break into the rankings, al- 
though it did receive votes from the board 
of coaches. 


Reservations At 21 

Alabama Women's Tennis Coach Karin 
Gaiser last season began what was expect- 
ed to be an elite honorary, the “21 Club” 
for players who collected 21 or more wins 
in a season. To her delight, it was almost 
standing room only at “21” as four players 
made that benchmark in 1990. And the 
club could get more crowded this year. 
With a month remaining in the season 
both Jane Phillips and Jenny Whalen had 
made it in, Phillips for the second season. 
And three other players-Brenda Coffin, 
Mindy Leach and Amy Mascotti-were 
each within three wins of 21. 

Although no Bama individuals are cur- 
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rently among the top-ranked players in the 
nation, the Tide women are among 
“Others receiving votes” in team rankings. 
The Alabama women have never been 
ranked, but this year’s team is making a 
good bid. Through March 23 the Tide had 
a 3-2 record against ranked teams, having 
defeated Tennessee, Houston and Texas 
A&M, having lost to Georgia and Indiana. 


Another Signee 

Alabama has added its third volleyball 
signee. Marta Bickert, a 5-11 hitter out of 
El Toro, California, is the newest member 
of Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed’s team. In 
addition to being an all-star volleyball, bas- 
ketball and softball player, Bickert is in the 
top five per cent of her class academically. 
She joins Melanie Ryer and Jenny Vieth on 
Alabama's list of volleyball signees this year. 


Athlete Of The Year 

Rita Garay of Puerto Rico, a sophomore 
swimming star for Alabama's women's 
team, won three gold medals and three sil- 
ver medals at last summer in the Central 
American Games. Partly as a result of that, 
she has been named the Puerto Rican 
Female Athlete of the Year. 


Tough Schedule 

Talk about your tough schedules. 
Alabama’s gymnastics team went through 
regular season competition with an unde- 
feated 16-0 record. What makes that re- 


Robert Jones May Be Gone : 

One of the hazards of publishing a 
monthly magazine is the Ga time be- 
tween various deadlines and the day the 
issue reaches the reader. For the most 


Jowever, in 3th year we 
may have had some bad luck on a cover 
story. 

Long before spring training got under 
way we had to make decisions on what 
stories would be in this issue, make 
and/or find the photographs to accompa- 
ny the articles, do the interview work and 
writing, and, in some cases, have the sto- 
ries in type and to the printer. The color 
section of this magazine-the cover and 
about half the ‘nade Ppages—were printed 
nearly two weeks before this issue was 
scheduled to be in your mailbox. 

On March 20, the next-to-last day of 
football practice before the spring break, 
we noticed that tailback Robert Jones was 
not in drills: However, that was a day in 
which a number of Tiders were absent for 
all or part of the practice because of class 
schedules. When Jones was absent again 
Thursday, the final day of practice before 
spring break, we smelled a rat. 

During that final practice *>BAMA 
learned that Jones’ locker had been 
cleaned out. And after practice Bama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings announced 
that Jones was off the team. As is his cus- 
tom, Stallings did not elaborate on the 
reason or reasons for Jones’ dismissal nor 
give any indication as to whether Jones 
might return. (Stallings has left the door 
open in the past.) 


markable is the number of ranked teams 
Coach Sarah Campbell’s Crimson Tide 
rolled over during the season. Bama 
(which was ranked fourth in the nation 
going into the Southeastern Conference 
championships) defeated the following 
ranked teams during the year: Georgia, 
Florida, LSU, Arizona, Arizona State, 
Oklahoma, UCLA, Penn State, Missouri 
and Auburn. Alabama had two wins each 
over Arizona State and Auburn. 

The nation's top ten as of March 22: 
Utah, Georgia, Oregon State, Alabama, 
Florida, Utah State, LSU, Brigham Young, 
Arizona and Oklahoma. 

The Alabama women broke or tied 
every school individual record during the 
past season. Dee Dee Foster had the na- 
tion’s best score in vault, a near-perfect 
9,95. Alabama’s average score of 48.56 
in balance beam was best in the nation. 


Signee Earns Honor 

Will Brown, a defensive back from 
Syracuse, New York, who signed with 
Alabama, has been named the high school 
player of the year by the Atlanta 
Touchdown Club. 


Eligibility Facts 

It is true that a handful of Barna football 
signees are not yet eligible. 

The best information available is that 
seven of the 24 prep signees are not yet 
eligible and there is evidence that as many 
as three will have a very difficult time be- 
heat eligible. However, it is too early to 
speculate. Final compilations of grade 
point averages and curricula cannot be 
made until completion of the spring 
semester. And standardized tests (ACT and 
SAT) are given through June. Therefore, it 
will be sometime in July before a final 
count is known. 


Copeland No Problem 

A hot rumor in March was that John 
Copeland, who is participating in spring 
training at defensive end, should not have 
been admitted as a midyear transfer from 
Hinds Junior College in Mississippi. The 
Southeastern Conference reportedly re- 
ceived complaints from three unnamed 
colleges about Bama’s acceptance of 
Copeland. However, Copeland had a 2.7 
grade point average and earned his 
Associate Arts degree at Hinds, making 
him eligible for midyear transfer. 


Gymnasts Fall 

Alabama was unsuccessful in its attempt 
to repeat as Southeastern Conference 
gymnastics champion. The Crimson Tide 
held a slim lead going to the final event, 
but two falls on the vault allowed Georgia 
to slip ahead of Bama by 5/100 point. 
Georgia, the nation’s second-ranked team 
and first seed in the tournament, scored 
194.10, Alabama 194.05. 


Tide Diver All-America 

Sophomore Jennifer Mahaney, compet- 
ing in her first NCAA Swimming and 
Diving Championships, finished third in 
platform diving to earn All-America. Bama 
finished 21st in the meet. 
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Spring Football: 


Building An Offensive Line 


by Kirk McNair 


The most overlooked are 
among the most important 
in football and Tide must 
find offensive linemen 


ike building of an offensive line has 
been a top priority of Alabama's 
spring football training plans. However, 
the ugly truth is that the building of an of- 
fensive line must start in February, not 
March or April. And not this past 
February, but Februarys past, when new 
football talent is recruited to the fold. 
Unfortunately, Alabama has not signed 
many linemen in the few years prior to 
1991 and that makes development of the 
ones available critical. 

Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
has spelled it out clearly and repeatedly 
since the end of last season: “I’m con- 
cerned about the offensive line. Depth is a 
major concern, The people who are out 
front at almost every position have played 
either very little or not at all with the ex- 
ception of Matt Hammond at left tackle. 
And the people behind them have just no 
experience. Our job is to get them ready 
to play.” 

That job belongs primarily to two 
Crimson Tide assistant coaches, Jimmy 
Fuller and Mike Solari. It also belongs to 
Stallings and to Strength Coach LeBaron 
Caruthers, but the day-to-day responsibility 
is that of the line coaches. Fuller works 
with Alabama’s guards and centers, Solari 
with the tackles. 

Over the years it has been noted that re- 
auating Sats mean almost every team has 
good skill position players. Frequently, it is 
the men in the trenches who make the dif- 
ference in football teams. From an offen- 
sive standpoint, it is very difficult for 
passers to pass or runners to run if block- 
ers don't block. Ironically, Alabama’s suc- 
cess in 1989, when the Tide went 10-2 
and was the Southeastern Conference's 
best offensive team, may have been a 
horse-before-the-cart situation. Fuller, who 
has been an offensive line coach under 
three consecutive Crimson Tide head 
coaches (Ray Perkins, Bill Curry and 
Stallings) believes that the play of the of- 
fensive line in 1989 being better than last 
year “was not because they worked harder 
or because they were coached better. And 
(quarterback) Gary (Hollingsworth) wasn't 
any better in 1989 than he was in 1990. 


Alabama Assistant Coach Jim Fuller is 
working to develop the guards and cen- 
ters who will be at the front of the Crim- 
son Tide offensive attack this spring. His 
hat is getting well-worn as it is thrown in 
disgust at appropriate times. A manager 
has been assigned to retrieve it for him. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


You have to look at what we lost. We lost 

reat receivers and we lost a superstar tail- 
ay and that limited us when we were al- 
ready limited. | never said the 1989 offen- 
sive line wasn't good, but I did say they 
played above their heads.” 


Fu sees Alabama situation in a good 
news-bad news light. “We're faced with 
trying to replace four starters on the offen- 
sive line, but it’s not all bad. It's exciting to 
go out there and work with guys and see 
them improve from the beginning of prac- 
tice to the end of practice each day. Now 
that doesn’t mean it’s as good as we want 
or as fast as we want. But there has been 
improvement. Another good thing is that 
pice at is open; anyone can win a start- 
ing job, That makes everything very com- 
petitive. On the other hand, I realize we've 
got so, so far to go and not much time to 
get there. And one thing that will make it 
difficult to get there is we don’t have any re- 
ally mean guys on the offensive line. | want 
them to be nice guys and have class and do 
the right things, but when they step on the 
football field they've got to have a change in 
attitude. We’ve had those over the years, 
oing back to John Hannah and Dwight 
tephenson and, more recently, Roger 
Shultz. And we've got to have that again.” 
At center, Fuller is ready to go on 
record: “Before the guy even starts his first 


ball game, Toby Sheils will be just as good 
a center as we've had around here in sev- 
eral years. And I'm talking about Roger 
(Shultz) and Wes (Neighbors). | thought 
Wes was a great talent, But Toby's got the 
talent to do the things we need to do at 
center. He’s smart like Roger and Wes 
were smart. He’s not as big right now (6- 
2, 250), but he will be by the time he’s a 
senior. And he’s got great techniques. So | 
feel comfortable with Toby being the 
starter for us.” Sheils, who is from 
Fairhope, will be a sophomore this fall. 

Behind Sheils is Chad Gladden, a 6-3, 
254-pound redshirt freshman from 
Cherokee County High School in Centre, 
“He's just a young pup,” Fuller said. “I'm 
not being critical, but he doesn't yet under- 
stand the level at which he has to play for 
us. This is Division I and Alabama has the 
national championship as its goal. He won't 
know what it takes until he gets into real 
competition, And | think he will finally un- 
derstand and be a real talent whether it be 
at center or at tackle. And | think he'll con- 
tribute before the season is over next year.” 

In many ways, center is the most de- 
manding position played by an offensive 
lineman. First of all, he must handle the 
ball. While most people take the center- 
quarterback exchange for granted (until 
there is a missed exchange), it is a skill that 
takes many hours of practice. And that’s 
not even considering the demands of a 
center when the team goes to spread, or 
shotgun, formation. Beyond that, the 
center makes the calls for the offensive 
linemen (the audibles that designate block- 
ing assignments against the particular pre- 
snap defensive alignment). And, then, of 
course, he must come off and block. 

“One plus for us is that both Toby and 
Chad can make those calls,” Fuller said. 

In addition to tackle Matt Hammond, 
who started all of last year as a redshirt 
freshman, Bama returns one other starter 
from the end of 1990. William Barger was 
a backup performer at both left and right 
guards until the Mississippi State game, 
when starting left guard Chris Robinette 
suffered a freak injury, being speared by a 
helmet in his rib cage with the result that 
his lung collapsed. Barger moved into that 
left guard spot the rest of the year. 

ow Barger, an upcoming sophomore, 
is at right guard. “It’s for three reasons, but 
only one of them counts,” Fuller said. 
“The first reason is that Coach Stallings 
thought he'd be better at right guard. But 
we also looked at right tackle, not having 
anyone who played. So putting William 
there puts one experienced man on the 
right side. And, finally, William thinks he 
can play better at right guard. He’s right- 
handed and feels better in a right-handed 
stance.” 
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Mike Solari is the Alabama assistant football coach who works with Crimson Tide offen- 
sive tackles. He realizes that a lack of overwhelming physical talent means Bama line- 
men must succeed by using excellent technique and working together as a unit in 1991. 
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Other than the stance, the primary dif- 
ference in right guard and left guard in 
Alabama's philosophy of right and left 
rather than strongside and weakside (in 
which the guards and tackles flip-flop) is 
that most football teams are “right-hand- 
ed,” more likely to run right than left. And, 
ordinarily, the right guard is heavier than 
the left guard, since he is on the “point of 
attack” side. But schemes and techniques 
for the two are the same. 

Fuller said “One of the concerns | have 
about William (Barger) is his weight. He's 
up to 288 which is too heavy for him to 
aes and do what we want him to do. 
(Barger is listed as 6-3, 270, and that’s 
where Fuller wants him.) Potentially, he 
can be as good as any offensive lineman 
we have had at Alabama in sometime be- 
cause he’s got the quickness, he’s got the 
speed, he’s got the knowledge. He just 
needs more than 10 days in pads this 
spring to be a really great player. But he 
can be. He’s got the potential to be a real- 
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ly outstanding lineman.” 

Number one at left guard through the 
early part of spring training is a true suc- 
cess story. George Wilson, a 6-2, 255- 
pound junior, was redshirted in 1988, 
missed all of his freshman year with a se- 
vere injury to his foot, the result of an acci- 
dental self-inflicted gunshot wound, then 
performed in a backup role at both left 
and right guards last fall. “George Wilson 
will always give you everything he possibly 
can,” Fuller said. “But, at best he’s limited 
and we know that and he knows that. 
Thank goodness he’s got the character 
and the heart and all those other things 
that go with being a great player and a 
great person or he wouldn’t even be on 
the team right now.” 

One surprise for Bama might be John 
Clay. A former inside linebacker, Clay was 
moved to guard by Stallings this spring. “I 
think that’s going to be a good addition,” 
Fuller said, “but he needs about three 
times as much work as we're going to be 


able to give him this spring. But I think he 
can help us this fall.” Clay, a sophomore, 
saw only spot action as a linebacker but 
has been impressive in early drills at right 
guard behind Barger. He is listed as 6-1, 
226, but Clay ate himself from linebacker 
to offensive line. Current weight: 260. 

Also being used in practice at center this 
spring is Jared Watson (6-2, 225, sopho- 
more), who is really a long snapper. At 
guard spots, Bama is also working senior 
Tim Matheny (6-3, 270), who has seen 
only limited action in his career since suf- 
fering a knee injury as a freshman; and 
walkons Mike Worthan (5-10, 255, red- 
shirt freshman), Lee Frazer (6-2, 265, 
sophomore) and Jason Gordon (6-5, 275, 
junior). 

Fuller admits that he is bothered that he 
has not had more success with the offen- 
sive line since he joined the staff prior to 
the 1984 season. “I’m trying to be a better 
coach. But my problem is that I’ve found 
I'm a pretty good coach with good players 
and an average coach with average play- 
ers. I'm grateful our coaches realized that 
and went out this year and signed some 
guys this year.” 

levertheless, Fuller said he is not count- 
ing on any freshmen coming in and earn- 
ing starting jobs in the offensive line in 
time for the Temple game on September 
7. “If we have a freshman who can play, 
that’s a bonus,” he said. 


T importance of offensive line play, as 
well as the complexity of getting five 
men to function as one, is evident by the 
apportionment of two coaches to that 
task. While Fuller is tutoring the guards 
and centers, Mike Solari is right beside him 
coaching the tackles. 

“We're trying to find two tackles who 
can knock defensive ends off the line of 
scrimmage and who can maintain the 
width of the pocket in our pass protec- 
tion,” Solari said. 

Four men are getting most of the work 
for the two tackle positions. Matt 
Hammond (6-3, 260, sophomore), the re- 
turning starter at left tackle; Charlie Dare 
(6-5, 290, senior), who is working primari- 
ly at left tackle, but also getting practice 
time at right tackle; and Roosevelt 
Patterson (6-3, 290, sophomore) and 
Johnny Howard (6-3, 270, junior), the pri- 
mary competitors at right tackle. A walkon, 
Kirk Lawson (6-4, 285, redshirt freshman) 
is also working at offensive tackle. 

In early spring work both Dare and 
Patterson came in for special mention by 
Stallings. 

“The key thing,” Solari said, “is for us to 
have two of these young men surface, to 
rise to the occasion, and for the other two 
to be darned close in competitive ability 
and to be able to execute our offense so if 
we do need a backup we'll have someone 
to take that spot without a drop.” 

While strength and quickness are the 
natural and/or developed attributes most 
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Is This Tide’s 1991 Starting Offensive Line? 


Roosevelt Patterson 


important to offensive tackle play, the 
stereotypes-big, dumb jocks-can't get it 
done. Solari said “Because they are so 
young, this spring we've got to be able to 
give them all the different looks and teach 
them the adjustments they have to make. 
They have to have a foundation they can 
go back to,” 

Solari said Hammond “is the returnin 
starter, so he’s kind of leading at that le 
tackle position. He’s got 12 games under 
his belt, but he's still only got one year of 
playing under his belt. He's young. He has 
a lot of learning to do and further develop- 
ment to make, but he’s on course to being 
a fine offensive lineman. There are things 
he needs to improve on, most of which 
will come with strength and maturity.” 

Fuller noted, “Mike Solari has brought 
Charlie Dare farther than any other of us 
loReasive line coaches) who have been 

ere, 

While Solari isn’t ready to hand out any 
compliments, he said “Charlie Dare is work- 
ing hard. | think he’s going to get better and 
better. This is his senior year, so this is the 

he's got to do it if he’s ever going to 
bss starter for The University of Alabama. 
But he’s got to get every repiitition) he can 
get competing against the defense.” 

Solari said that Patterson, who was out 
of football in 1989 for academic reasons, 
then redshirted last fall, “of all the tackles 
has the most raw ability for an offensive 
lineman. But he hasn't competed for two 
years. However, if we had it to do all over 
again, we’d redshirt him again. Now he's 
got three years of eligibility remaining. 
And that's exciting. It's just a matter of 
Roosevelt working with his tools and work- 
ing with the nomenclature and learning 
our offensive philosophy. It’s just a matter 
of him working enough to be comfortable 
with it, so he doesn’t have to think about 
it; so he can just go out and do it.”. 

One of the worst things that has hap- 
pened in the early part of the spring, 
Solari said, was Johnny Howard being in- 
jured in an early practice and missing 
some work. “Johnny has been a backup 
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William Barger 


Toby Sheils 


right tackle for two years, so he’s always 
been up with the varsity and so he should 
feel comfortable with the offense because 
he knows the terms and he knows the 
blocking schemes. Still, being a starter 
would be new in terms of the level of exe- 
cution expected of him. He’s got to get 
ge a to be able to execute properly.’ 
Solari said the biggest weakness on the 
offensive line “is pass blocking by our of- 
fensive tackles because it takes so long to 
develop those skills. We also have a long 
way to go in our run blocking, but pass 
blocking takes more time to learn to do.” 


Me: of Alabama's spring work will be 
fullspeed, meaning a lot of scrimmage 
work. “The reason we have to have a lot 
of fullspeed work is because adjustments 
have to be made fullspeed,” Solari said. 
“We can draw it up on the blackboard and 
it’s easy to block, but when it starts breath- 
ing it gets a lot more difficult. There are 
adjustments that have to be made pre- 
snap, when they come off the ball, and as 
the play develops.” 

Solari noted that most people can’t ap- 
preciate what it takes to make an effective 
offensive line. “It takes time for it to ma- 
ture, to gel, because it is five men function- 
ing at one. You put one new man in with it 
and it can throw everything off. When a 
right guard is going to his right he’s work- 
ing with the right tackle and when he’s 
going to his left he’s working with the cen- 
ter. It’s a tremendous unit that has to be 
built by working together and communicat- 
ing together. 

“It takes time and it takes maturity. And 
it takes raw, physical strength, which we 
don't really have. We'll have to build that 
up in the weightroom and in recruiting. In 
the meantime we have to be able to exe- 
cute properly, be outstanding in our tech- 
niques. In 1991 to be a good offensive line 
we've got to be good technicians. We're 
not just going to throw people off the ball, 
knock people around. Our guys have got to 
have pride and good work habits. If they 
will work hard and play as a unit, they can 


George Wilson 


Charlie Dare 


be a very good offensive line. You don't 
have to be big, strong, physical people; it 
goes back to being able to execute as one. 
And that's a key thing about this offensive 
line. They ought to get better and better 
every day. I believe that Jimmy (Fuller) and 
I will know at the end of spring training 
that they have improved. And that should 
give them the confidence and the motiva- 
tion to have a great offseason program this 
summer. They have a great opportunity.” 

Solari said that Alabama’s offensive line- 
men have one advantage they may not ap- 
preciate in practice each day. “At Alabama, 
our offensive linemen get to go against one 
of the finest defensive teams in the country. 
Our players on the offensive line are prac- 
ticing against outstanding athletes on the 
other side of the line of scrimmage. That 
helps speed up the progress our offensive 
linemen make. I've coaches in other pro- 
grams where we couldn't show our offen- 
sive linemen that speed and that quickness 
and that raw strength that defensive player 
has. At Alabama they are going against 
that type player every day in practice. 

Fuller points out the need to put the best 
five men in the five front positions. “If 
Mike (Solari) feels that Dare and Patterson 
and Hammond are all ready to play, and 
we think that maybe we don’t have one 
ready at both guards and center, we have 
to consider the possibility of moving one 
of those tackles to one of the other posi- 
tions. It's just one of many, many things 
that go into building an offensive line. 

“But it comes down to getting people 
who are big and strong enough to come off 
the line and block people. We're doing a lot 
of one-on-one and group work as blockers. 
We're not spending a lot of time on shifting 
and running around and pass blocking. We 
want to have a line that will block people at 
the level we had it in our last regular season 
game. You win games when you have an 
offensive line that can block and a defensive 
line that can stop that.” 

Don’t expect the building process to be 
finished this spring. But a foundation is 
being constructed. 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/APRIL ’91 


OSea-n-Shore (\S 


SEinagement, Sue. 


Are you taking a Gulf Coast vacation this year? If you are, we offer 
the finest in luxury vacation accommodations—at affordable prices. 


Whether you want a fully-furnished condominium for a family or six, 
a hide-away with a hot tub for two or a roomy house on the beach 
we've got you covered. 

We offer 24 hour service, on-site management, cleaning and linen 
service, maintenance crew, and computerized bookkeeping. 


ROYAL ROMAR DUNES 


1 & 2 Bedroom on beach 


= 


WHALER 


2 & 3 bedroom on beach 


REGATTA 


2 & 3 bedroom on beach 


Nationwide Toll Free 1-800-547-8801 
P.O. Drawer 1278 + Gulf Shores, Alabama * 36542 


Jeremy Nunley: 


He Wants To Be Number One 


by Kirk McNair 


Despite 1990 success, 
Crimson Tide sophomore 
overlooked in battle at 
defensive left end 


Wik most of the attention at Alabama 
football practice this spring is on re- 
placing departed offensive performers, 
there are a few gaps on defense, too. 
Among those are the two end positions, 
manned last year primarily by All- 
Southeastern Conference performer 
George Thornton (left end) and Byron 
Holdbrooks (right). The top candidates for 
those two jobs are all essentially right 
ends. They include Eric Curry, a 6-6, 265- 
pound junior, whose career has been inter- 
rupted from time-to-time by injury; junior 
college All-America John Copeland (6-4, 
280), who has grown larger than life as 
Bama fans await him; and Jeremy Nunley, 
a 6-5, 250-pound sophomore who has 
played a little at left end. 

(The difference between a left end anda 
right end is essentially body build. Most of- 
fensive teams are “right handed,” meaning 
the plays are usually run to the right side. 
Therefore, the defense wants its best pass 
rusher at right end-coming from the quar- 
terback’s blind side-and it’s most muscular 
defensive lineman at left end-able to stay in 
the gap and pile up inside running plays.) 

Ironically, all three leading end candi- 
dates this spring were listed as outside 
linebackers when originally signed by 
Alabama-Curry in 1988, Copeland and 
Nunley in 1989. Curry (who was 210) and 
Nunley (who was 220) have grown to 
down lineman size at Bama, while 
Copeland (who was 235) made the switch 
at Hinds Junior College in Mississippi. 

Most expect Curry to take over at right 
end this spring while Copeland is consid- 
ered the leader at left end. Backup nose 
tackle James Gregory (6-4, 295) will also 
get some work at end. But don't count out 

eremy Nunley. 

Although in Alabama's defensive scheme 
the ends are expected to be able to play ei- 
ther side, Nunley is the only one who has 
done so. Hardly anyone noticed that, just 
as hardly anyone noticed that Nunley quiet- 
ly made first team All-Southeastern 
Contarente Freshman and second team 
Freshman All-America by The Football 
News at the end of last season. 

In 1990, following a redshirt season, the 
soft-spoken Nunley turned in 22 tackles, 
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including four sacks that resulted in 21 lost 
yards for opponents. He also broke up 
one pass and recovered a fumble. He had 
his best game statistically against 
Vanderbilt, five tackles, and had two sacks 
for 17 yards in losses against Cincinnati. 

But Nunley, who played end as well as 
on the punting teams in all 12 Bama 
games last year, remembers two other 
games with far more fondness than those 
in which he had his best statistics. 

The Winchester, Tennessee, native en- 
joys going home because Alabama has vic- 
tories over his homestate Vols in his two 
yeas at Bama. Last year’s 9-6 Crimson 

ide victory in Knoxville is particularly 
memorable for Nunley. “I was in the game 
and Tennessee was driving down to our 
goalline,” he remembered. “They got down 
to about the three and I looked over on the 
sidelines to see if Coach (Mike) Dubose was 
taking me out. There I was about 235, 
maybe 240, going up against (Tennessee 
offensive tackle Charles) McRae, about 6-7, 
320. I was real surprised that he left me in. 
And we stopped them; held them to a field 
goal.” Although Winchester is about 
halfway between Nashville and Huntsville, 
Nunley said most of his friends there are 
Tennessee fans. “I hope we can keep this 
streak going,” he said of Alabama’s football 
dominance of the Vols. 

Nunley also remembers Bama’s 16-7 
season-ending victory over Auburn in 
Birmingham. “I had a pretty good game 
and I had a sack, which is always exciting,” 
he said. “The whole atmosphere of that 
game was so exciting.” 

Nunley, who was an all-star performer 
for Coach Red Roberts at Franklin County 
High School, selected Alabama over 
Tennessee and Georgia. “Alabama was the 
first school to show interest in me and they 
showed the most interest,” he said. “And 
when I looked at all the schools I saw that 
Alabama had won far-and-away more na- 
tional championships and Southeastern 
Conference championships than any other 
school and this seemed like the best place 
to be on a championship team.” 


Ithough Dubose doesn't specifically re- 
ember the incident at Tennessee 


Jeremy Nunley 


where he left Nunley in the game in a criti- 
cal situation, he pointed out that “When 
we put Jeremy in the game we weren't 
putting him in to see how he would do. 
We were putting him in because we knew 
he would do well. Every time we tested 
him he responded to the challenge.” 

Nunley made the switch from outside 
linebacker to down lineman a year ago. 
He had been an outside linebacker 
throughout his first season, a redshirt year 
in 1989. “Coach (Ellis) Johnson told me 
they wanted to look at me as a down line- 
man and asked me to try it,” Nunley said. 
“I agreed, and I've been there ever since. 
At first I didn't really want to do it, and | 
was disappointed. But I did it to help the 
team. Later I saw I had a better chance of 
playing there. Now] like it.” 

Erba didn’t know if Nunley resented 
the move or not, but suspected he did. 
“When we first decided to move him it 
wasn't because we thought he would be a 
great defensive end,” Dubose said. “It was 
because we needed bodies and it looked 
like he was going to be pretty far down the 
depth chart at outside linebacker. Now 
while it’s true we asked him to move, 
when a new staff comes in like we did and 
asks a kid to make a move, it's not really 
asking. 

“But if Jeremy was concerned about it, 
he didn't show it and he never questioned 
it. When he first started working as a down 
lineman it wasn't very good. But he kept 
working. You could see him getting a little 
better every day. And he’s got some quali- 
ties that make him well-suited to the down 
position. He has the temperament and he 
has good eyes and good intelligence and 
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Jeremy Nunley (73) was a surprising success story in Alabama's 1990 football season. He made the transition from outside linebacker 
to defensive end and was named to the All-SEC Freshman Team and second team Freshman All-America. Nunley played in every game 


as a backup. This year he wants to be the starter. 


he’s quick. And he worked hard. He 
worked hard last spring and he worked 
hard last summer. He has an understand- 
ing of what we’re trying to do and he has 
an understanding of what the offensive 
lineman is trying to do to him. He’s a plea- 
sure to work with and I think he’s got a 
bright future. 

‘And I think Jeremy would agree that it 
not only helped the team, but it helped 
him to get a lot more playing time by mak- 
ing the move. It was best for him and for 
the team.” 

While Alabama calls its down linemen 
“ends,” many people think of the position 
as a tackle. Nunley admitted that he pre- 
ferred the designation “end” because, he 
said, “It sounds like more of a finesse posi- 
tion and that the man who plays it is a lit- 
tle smarter.” Dubose noted, “It’s hard for a 
player to move from a ‘glamour’ position 
like outside linebacker to a hands-on-the- 
ground position.” 


Bo player and coach agree that 
Nunley will be a better player if he can 
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put on weight. However, they have slightly 
different stories. Nunley says he is about 
250 now and wants to come in at about 
260 or 265 in the fall and play at about 
255 or 260. Dubose also wants him to put 
on about 10 to 15 pounds. “It’s hard to 
play at 240,” Dubose said. But what about 
Nunley’s contention that he weighs 250? 
In his dreams, said the coach. 

“But,” Dubose said, “Jeremy can play 
the position at his size because of his eyes 
and his quickness. But, if he can keep that 
quickness and get bigger and stronger, he 
can be really special. He plays the run 
pretty well now. And with his quickness 
and his height and long arms, he can really 
help on pass rush.” 

Dubose doesn't take credit for Nunley’s 
development. “The best thing he does is a 
knack, not a result of coaching,” the coach 
said. “He gets an outside edge on the of- 
fensive lineman when he’s rushing the 
passer and that makes him very, very ef- 
fective. That's a gift and something he 
does best. He’s got the intangibles to be a 
real fine defensive lineman.” 
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Nunley, of course, gives much of the 
credit for his development to Dubose. 
“We're the first ones out to practice and 
the last ones in,” Nunley said. “If you're 
going to play for Coach Dubose you're 
going to work or you're not going to be 
around. He really makes you work. And 
he’s really smart. He teaches us a lot that 
makes playing the position easier.” 

Nunley also agrees with his coach that 
he has been able to overcome his lack of 
size with some other qualities. “I like to 
think that we're smarter (than the opposi- 
tion). We spend a lot of time weed on 
pre-snap reads. And | think I’m a little 
quicker, so that I can beat my man that 
way when I can’t overpower him.” 

Nunley doesn’t make any bones about 
his spring goal. “I want to impress the 
coaches,” he said. “I think the man who 
comes out of spring training number one 
will go into the fall number one, and I want 
to be the starter. | know we've got some 
holes to fill, but I think the guys who have 
to fill them can do the job. Most of us have 
experience. | think we can do it.” 
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Meet The Staff: 


Rouzie Couldn’t Live Without It 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Former Crimson Tide 
linebacker back for another 
stint on coaching staff 


eff Rouzie couldn't live without it. 

Therefore, he’s back on the football 
field, coaching inside linebackers for 
Alabama. 

When Bama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
appointed Rouzie to his staff on March 1 it 
marked the fifth time Rouzie had become 
a part of Alabama football. And it is a re- 
turn to a position he held from 1977 
through 1982, that of assistant coach. 
Rouzie admitted “I have been bouncing 
around trying to get back into coaching. 
When I left, Coach (Paul) Bryant told me if 
I could live without it, then I could get out 
of it and be happy. He said I would know 
within a couple of years if it was some- 
thing that I couldn’t live without. And, for 
me, that was the case. 

“The real reward in coaching is when 
you work with a group of young men and 
five or ten years down the road you see 
them become successful in whatever it is 
they may want to do. You like to think you 
may have had a small part in helping them 
along the way. I couldn’t find that in the 
business world. That’s why I'm back in 
coaching.” 

Rouzie replaced Lance Van Zandt, who 
resigned to return to his native Texas. 

Rouzie first came to Alabama in the late 
1960s, recruited out of Jacksonville, 
Florida, to play linebacker for the Crimson 
Tide. He was a starting linebacker for the 
Tide in 1970 and in 1971 before his career 
was cut short by an automobile accident. 
He earned second team All-Southeastern 
Conference recognition in Bama’s 11-1 
1971 season. The year before, as a sopho- 
more, he was picked as Most Valuable 
Lineman in Alabama's 24-24 tie with 
Oklahoma in the Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl. 
Bama followers from his playing days still 
remember Rouzie’s debut in 1970 when he 
delivered a thundering tackle on Southern 
Cal's Sam Cunningham on an otherwise 
disastrous night for the Tide. 

Rouzie got his first taste of coaching in 
1973 as a graduate assistant for Bama, 
working with the offense. In 1974 he went 
to Wolfson High School in Jacksonville, 
his alma mater, as a defensive coach. 
From there he went to Rockledge High 
School in Florida, a promotion to defen- 
sive coordinator. 
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Then it was back to Alabama in 1977 
where he worked with Paul Crane coach- 
ing Tide linebackers and had particularly 
heavy recruiting responsibilities. 


Fiz years later, Rouzie left the world of 
coaching for the world of business. 
Lured by the big bucks of the Texas oil 
boom, Rouzie went to Houston as vice 
president in charge of marketing and sales 
for a petroleum firm. 

“A good friend owned the business and 
said there was a lot of opportunity in oil,” 
Rouzie said. “And there was. From a fi- 


ASTRO 
BLUEBONNET BOWL 
197 


MOST VALUABLE 
LINEMAN 


Jeff Rouzie was an outstanding linebacker 
for Alabama in the early 1970s before an 
automobile accident ended his career. He 
was named Most Valuable Lineman in the 
1970 Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl. 

University of Alabama Photo 


nancial standpoint I couldn’t afford to turn 
it down. That's the only reason | got out of 
coaching.” 

In January, 1988, Rouzie got an offer to 
leave the oil business. Former Athletics 
Director Steve Sloan had a new program 
to implement and he offered Rouzie the 
job as director of Tide Pride, the athletic 
department's priority seating ticket plan. 

“I had been wanting to get back into 
coaching and | took the Tide Pride job be- 
cause I felt it would help me get closer to 
the football program and back into coach- 
ing,” Rouzie said. “I felt Tide Pride was an 
important part of the football program and 
I thought I could help, but my real hope 
was to get back into coaching, 

Rouzie had miscalculated. He was not to 
be a part of former Head Coach Bill 
Curry’s staff. So only nine months after re- 
turning to The University, Rouzie resigned 
again and headed back into business, this 
time in Birmingham with an insurance 
firm. To be perfectly honest, Rouzie prob- 
ably missed some sales because the draw 
of the Bama practice field, particularly 
after Gene Stallings took over as head 
coach, was a strong one. When Stallings 
called with the offer, it was not a difficult 
decision for Rouzie to accept. 


ouzie, now 40, is still as intense as he 

was as a player and as a young coach, 
and that is very, very intense. Football is 
important to Rouzie and he immersed 
himself in his job from day one, watching 
films and meeting with his fellow members 
of the defensive coaching staff. 

“The first thing | had to do was get a 
complete understanding of what we're try- 
ing to accomplish in the line and in the 
secondary so | can better teach linebackers 
how to fit into what we’re doing as a de- 
fensive unit,” he said. “Coaches are teach- 
ers and in order for me to be a good 
teacher | have to have that complete un- 
derstanding. I think | have some advan- 
tages because | played with (Defensive 
Line Coach Mike) Dubose and I played for 
and coached with (Secondary Coach and 
de facto Defensive Coordinator Bill) 
Oliver.” 

Moreover, Rouzie said that things 
haven't changed that much since he 
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played and coached previously. “We're ba- 
sically trying to accomplish the same 
things we did back then,” he said. 
“Fundamentally, the game hasn't changed 
much. Ninety-five per cent of the time the 
game is won by the team that hits the 
hardest and blocks and tackles the best. 

“One thing that has changed is the mul- 
tiplicity of formations we see now. Today's 
offenses are definitely more complex than 
they used to be. That’s due to the influ- 
ence of the pro game. 

“That’s why it’s so important that the 
defense quickly recognize what the offense 
is doing. We're going to be working a lot 
on that in spring practice. We want to be- 
come a smarter group in recognizing for- 
mations and being able to adjust after 
coming to the line of scrimmage.” 

Rouzie has one advantage in that both 
starting inside linebackers from last year, 
John Sullins and Derrick Oden, return. 
“They are the only ones with any real ex- 
perience,” Rouzie said. “Once you get 
past the first two, we've got our work cut 
out for us. This past season Alabama was 
fortunate that Sullins and Oden stayed 
healthy. Our immediate goal this spring is 
to improve our depth.” 

Sullins, a 6-2, 225-pound upcoming se- 
nior, was first team AII-SEC last season. 
“John has a lot of natural instincts,” 
Rouzie said. “He’s a hardnosed player 
who doesn’t mind getting in there and hit- 
ting you. He’s what you look for in an in- 
side linebacker. I think he’s got pro poten- 
tial.” Sullins plays the “Mike” linebacker, 
meaning he lines up across from the tight 
end. Called on to stop the run at the point 
of attack, “Mike” is usually the bigger, 
more physical linebacker. 

Oden, 6-1, 220, junior, has more speed 
than Sullins. He plays the “Jack” position, 
which calls for more pursuit. “Derrick has 
a lot of natural ability,” Rouzie said. “He’s 
got excellent speed and good quickness 
and he’s also a tough kid. He needs to 
work on technique and fundamentals, and 
we'll concentrate on that this spring. | 
don’t think there’s any question he has All- 
SEC potential.” 

However, Rouzie wants much more than 
just two all-stars. He wants “four or five 
guys who we feel we can put into the 
game at any time and who can play win- 
ning football.” He’s searching for those 
other two or three players this spring from 
among Rodney Helton (6-1, 220, junior), 
Keith Neighbors (6-2, 210, junior), Victor 
Lockett (6-1, 225, sophomore), Michael 
Rogers (6-1, 215, redshirted freshman) 
and Mario Morris (6-2, 225, redshirted 
freshman). There are also some walk-on 
candidates: Jeff Foshee (5-9, 192, red- 
shirted freshman), John Hutt (6-0, 205, 
sophomore), Thomas Tillery (5-10, 205, 
sophomore) and Tab Whisenhunt (6-2, 
220, sophomore). 

Helton was a regular in 1989, but was 
injured part of last season and saw only 
limited playing time. “We're counting on 
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Jeff Rouzie has been a part of Alabama football off and on over the past two decades. 
Now he is on again, back with the Crimson Tide as coach of Alabama’s inside linebackers. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Rodney to have a good spring and be able 
to help us,” Rouzie said. “He’s been there 
before. He just needs to make up his mind 
to do it again. He has the ability to play ei- 
ther Mike or Jack.” Beyond that 
Neighbors, Lockett and Clay have had a 
few snaps. 

“This spring we're looking for players 


who can help us next fall,” Rouzie said. 
“The people who get it done in practice 
are the people who are going to play. No 
one has a lock on any position. 
Competition is what makes us better.” 

Jeff Rouzie is very happy to be back in 
the world of football competition, working 
to make Alabama football better. 
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Robert Jones: 


He Plays 
In Shadow 
Of Cousin 


by Steve Kirk 


Although not as bad as it 
once was, senior tailback 
had tough act to follow 


Te year was 1987, and Bobby 
Humphrey was running rampant over 
the Southeastern Conference. Just the 
mention of his name brought comparisons 
to other great Alabama backs of the 
past-Shelby, Culliver, Ogilvie, Musso. . . 

That season, Humphrey, with a year of 
eligibility remaining, had set a career rush- 
ing record with 3,228 yards. Crimson Tide 
fans were ecstatic over their offensive star 
and new hero. 

But they heard the whispers. 

The rumor mill suggested that Humph- 
rey might not be the best running back in 
his own state. That was shocking enough, 
sure. 

But could there be more? 

The word from Birmingham, Humph- 
rey’s hometown, was that he might not be 
the best back in his own family. 

Say what? 

The numbers backed up the claim, as 
Robert Jones enjoyed a fantastic senior 
season at Parker High School on his way 
to breaking all of his first cousin 
Humphrey’s high school records. 

his way to being named the state’s 
Mr. Football by the Alabama Sports 
Writers Association, Jones set city records 
by running for 1,989 yards on the season, 
gaining 371 yards in one game and scor- 
ing six touchdowns in one game. 

ake notice, Mr. Humphrey. 

“He kids me about me breaking his 
records,” said Jones. “He acts like he’s 
mad because | did that.” 

Recruiters from everywhere knocked on 
Jones’ door and the future became a vi- 


No one would suggest that the running 
style of senior Crimson Tide tailback 
Robert Jones is that of a breakaway 
threat. He does his running where it’s 
thick, close to the goalline and, usually, 
between the tackles. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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sion of glory, fame and eventual fortune. 
Like his cousin, he had spent many 

Friday nights playing for Parker at Legion 

Field and wondering what it would be like 


| Car 

“Alabama would be playing there the 
next day,” said Jones, “and a big ALABAMA 
would be painted in the end zones. I'd 
think ‘Hey, I want to play there. | want to 
come back and be playing in a red jersey 
and let people holler for me.’” 

Like his cousin, Jones lived the dream 
and signed with the Crimson Tide. 

But a strange thing happened on the 
way to football's promised land. 

First, Jones was forced to spend his 
rookie season away from the playing field, 
an academic victim of Proposition 48. 

“Everybody expected me to play right 
away, because I was Mr. Football,” Jones 
said. “But I had to wait. That kind of put 
me behind a lot with the coaching staff we 
had. I never felt | had the opportunity to 
prove myself.” 

When the fall of 1989 rolled around, 
Humphrey moved on to become the 
National Football League’s hottest rookie 
with the Denver Broncos, while Jones lan- 
guished as a third-string tailback. After 
falling behind the other backs in learning 
the system, Jones mainly watched as Siran 
Stacy came out of junior college to lead 
Alabama’s backfield corps that season. 

Jones would carry the ball just nine 
times as sophomore, gaining 25 yards. It 
makes life tough for a man who was used 
to gaining 25 yards in about a minute of 
action in high school. 

“A couple of times I was down because | 
wasn't getting the playing time,” said 
Jones on that 1989 season. “But Bobb 
told me to go out and continue to wor 
hard and my time would come. He tells 
me to keep my head up.” 

, Jones came back out and worked 
hard. But with Stacy back for his senior 
season, it didn’t look like the hard work 
would produce a lot of playing time, espe- 
cially after new Tide Head Coach Gene 
Stallings announced plans to give the ball 
to Stacy 30 times a game. 

But then Stacy fell to the turf of Legion 
Field, injured in Alabama’s opener against 
Southern Miss. Stallings had to turn to the 
supporting cast. 

That not only meant Jones’ chance he 
had waited on for three years was upon 
him, but a chance as well for Derrick 
Lassic and freshmen Chris Anderson and 
Tarrant Lynch. 

The Crimson Tide ran tailbacks in-and- 
out like a relay team. The starting “dash- 
ers” were Anderson and Lassic, the break- 
away, open-field type runners who carried 
the threat of the long run with them at all 
times. 

And then there was Jones, the finisher. 

Alabama’s Mr. Touchdown, as he came 
to be known. Once the Tide offense 
moved inside the 20, Anderson or Lassic 
usually came to the bench and Jones was 
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Over the years Alabama has had running backs who were something of touchdown spe- 
cialists, men sent into the trenches to wrap up the drives. Robert Jones is such a spe- 


cialist, a Mr. Touchdown. 


sent in. 

“I guess we had to rotate like that,” 
Jones said. “I was a bigger back than 
Derrick and Chris. I'm satisfied. I can't 
complain about my role last year. It helped 
the team.” 

He scored nine touchdowns on the year, 
gaining 255 yards on 79 carries, including 
a 58-yard, two-touchdown performance 
against Mississippi State. He had a three- 
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touchdown outing against Cincinnati. 

“They kidded me a couple of times,” 
said Jones, “how they'd bring it down 
there, then I'd come in and score. But I'd 
tell them that’s why they’re in there, to 
break a long run. 

“They're not depending on me to break 
a 90-yard run or an 80-yard run. They kid 
me a lot, but they understand. They're sat- 
isfied with their roles, also.” 
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t may be more than Jones’ cannon-like 

5-foot-9, 205-pound frame that makes 
him effective inside an opponents’ 20. It 
may be his mentality, that of a heavy- 
weight boxer, which tells him not to fi- 
nesse anybody but to take himself straight 
at the defender. 

“I go around them sometimes,” he said, 
“but the majority of the time I like to pun- 
ish them. Because, before the end of the 
game they're going to punish me, so | 
might as well get mine over with now.” 

As spring training got under way this 
year, Assistant Coach Long Kirksey, who 
tutors Bama running backs, said “Robert 
has a lot of natural running ability. He's a 
good, strong, tough runner. A lot of times 
you look for a guy with a 4.3 or a 4.4 
(time in the 40-yard dash). Robert doesn't 
have that. But he knows how to run. 
We've been in the process of looking at 
film from last fall and from what I can tell 
Robert did almost everything right.” 

Last season did more than put a few 
numbers on Jones’ collegiate stats sheet. It 
gave him something more valuable, a huge 
dose of confidence to carry into this 
spring, the beginning of Jones’ senior 
campaign. 

“Heading into this season, my confi- 
dence is up,” he said. “I think I had a good 
season last year. It could have been better, 
but I'm satisfied. | feel I helped the team. 
I'm just ready for this year and hope I ac- 
complish more than | did last year.” 

Which may be tough, considering 
Stacy’s announced return to the Crimson 
Tide for his final season, But the challenge 
of beating out a player the caliber of Stacy 
drives Jones. 

“I love the competition with him coming 
back,” said Jones. “We have a good back- 
field and I guess we’ll be on rotation like 
we were last year. There's definitely a lot 
more that I have to do this year, being my 
last year of eligibility. 

“] don’t think I'll be good enough to go 
on into the National Football League, but 
I'm going to go out this year and maybe 
somebody will peek over my shoulder and 
whisper in my ear. | would be excited to 
play after college.” 

The story is a famous one by now, how 
Humphrey grew up across from Legion 
Field and sold Cokes at Tide football 
games. But Jones didn’t live near his 
cousin, although he saw him every day. 

“| was a church-going kid,” he said, “a 
kid who obeyed elderly people. | played all 
the sports. If | was with my friends, | was 
wild, jumping around and having fun. But 
if | was around people | didn’t know, I was 
a quiet kid. People always said I was shy.” 

Jones grew up near Bessemer, which 
wasn’t far enough away to escape the 
comparisons to Humphrey. They were ev- 
erywhere he went, particularly high school 
and church (where he and Humphrey went 
everyday but Saturday). 

“It used to bother me a lot, but I'm over 
it,” Jones said. “It started my sophomore 
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year. People found out I was Bobby 
Humphrey's cousin. Ever since then, it's 
been comparing Robert and Bobby. 

“It was unfair to me, because they 
wouldn't let me play off my talent and my 
ability. They tried to build me up by what 
he’s done. But I wanted them to judge me 
by my talent.” 

Thanks to the comparisons (unfair or 
not), Jones has found himself having to 
prove himself most of his life. 

“Up until last year, | had to prove my- 
self,” he said. “Last year | proved myself 
and everybody knows why | got Mr. 
Football my senior year and why | rushed 
for 2,000 yards my senior year and scored 
33 touchdowns. 

“Before that, people said ‘Can he play? 
Can he run? Can he catch?’” 


ones said the change in coaching staffs 

has helped him personally, as well as 
the team. He feels more free to play his 
game and to express himself—whether it’s 
a dance after a touchdown or the earring 
he wears in his left ear. 

“Coach Stallings is not as strict as (for- 
mer Alabama) Coach (Bill) Curry,” he said. 
“Your personality is your business. The 
way you approach someone, that’s your 
business. With Coach Curry here, the play- 
ers weren't satisfied. They'd go around in 
groups and talk. It just wasn't right. 

“But the players around here now are 
happy. They just love the coaching staff. 
We're more loose. You play better know- 
ing the coach is behind you instead of 
against you sometimes.” 

Although Jones thinks the world of 
Stallings and loves his open-door policy to 
his players, things didn’t get off to a great 
start between the two. 

Stallings suspended Jones during last 
summer practice as a disciplinary measure, 
causing him to sit out the Southern Miss 
game. But Jones doesn’t want to get a 
negative label attached to his name. 

“| want to clear up that I am not a trou- 
blemaker,” he said. “It was just a misunder- 
standing that me and Coach Stallings had. 
He doesn't hold a grudge against me and | 
don't hold a grudge against him. 

“He's just like a father to me. He’s a fa- 
ther to all of us. | love him as a coach, as 
well as a person.” 

Sometimes it must seem like an eternity 
for Robert Jones, since those days at 
Parker high. Sometimes it could seem like 
yesterday. 

It's been a long road for the man who 
was filled with so much promise, so much 
hope and so many dreams. 

But he keeps working and keeps push- 
ing to fulfill not only his expectations but 
the expectations of so many who predicted 
greatness for the man who was “better 
than Bobby Humphrey.” 

Remember, when times get rough, he’s 
got his cousin/best friend in his corner. 
And the telephone line is always open to 
Denver. 
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She's More Than Supporting 


by Barbara Butler 


After a year in which 
injuries limited her 
performance, soph 
gymnast is starring 


I; 1990, Alabama gymnast Dana 
Dobransky faced a season with little or 
no glory. A stress fracture in her leg limit- 
ed her competition abilities and the former 
USA national team member mostly played 
a support role for her teammates. 

But now in 1991, Dobransky is seeing 
the glory and her performance for the 
Tide thus far is well deserving of every ac- 
colade she receives. 

“Last season was difficult for me because 
when I came in here | wanted to do as 
much as | could and be a part of the team 
and because of my leg, | wasn't allowed to 
do the things that I wanted to do,” 
Dobransky said. 

In her freshman year, Dobransky rarely 
saw the competition floor except as a 
spectator. It wasn’t until the SEC 
Championship that she started to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel. At the con- 
ference championship, Dobransky scored 
a 9.65 on the balance beam as she helped 
Alabama win its second SEC title in three 
years. One week later in Auburn, 
Dobransky scored a 9.70 on the beam as 
Alabama won its 14th dual meet of the 
season. Her best showing of the year 
came at the NCAA Central Regional 
Championship in Minneapolis, where she 
won first place on the balance beam with a 
season high 9.725. 

The positive strides Dobransky made at 
the end of her freshman year reassured 
her that good things were to come in 
1991. “Knowing there was something out 
there for me, increased my inner drive to 
excel,” Dobransky said. 

“Improving my tricks, adding new things 
and increasing my difficulty in order to be 
up to the level of NCAA championship 
winners is what really drove me the most,” 
she added. 

Everything Dobransky has done to boost 
her level of performance has worked, be- 
cause 1991 has been a stellar year for the 
sophomore from Sterling Heights, 
Michigan. Through the first eight meets of 
the season, she posted career high marks 
on every event and in Alabama's season 
opener against Auburn, she won her first 
collegiate all-around title, with a 38.35. 

The addition of Dobransky in the all- 
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around competition also pushes teammate 
Dee Dee Foster to remain her best, be- 
cause she knows there is always someone 
behind her. 

“I think the addition of Kim (Masters) 
and myself to the all-around has helped 
Dee Dee (Foster) because it pushes her to 
always be her best. We all help each other 
at practice and at meets. The seventh per- 
son, who is the alternate, is just as impor- 
tant as the six people competing because 
she is pushing the top six to stay at the top 
competition level so they will remain in the 
lineup,” Dobransky explained. 

With success comes added pressure to 
always perform at the highest level. 
Dobransky faces the pressure head on not 
letting it affect her routines. 

“At one time | began thinking, ‘Okay 
Dana, you’re doing well, people are going 
to expect you to do this all the time now.’ 
Dee Dee told me that she felt the same 
way, but you can't let it affect how you 
perform. You can only go out and do your 
best. That’s all anyone can ask,” 
Dobransky said. 

She has taken that basic principle and is 
using it as her motto for this year: “Just 
go out and do the best job | can.” 

Dobransky is quick to note that some- 
times she stops and thinks, “I've come so 
far. I'm performing better than I ever have 
before and I should be very happy and 
pleased. 

Besides performing better, one of 
Dobransky’s biggest thrills comes after the 
meet when friends and fans, “come up 
and tell me that I look good and that they 
are proud of me.” 

As the scores improve, so does the 
recognition and, as with many athletes, 
Dobransky has learned what it feels like to 
be a role model. She enjoys that role and 
takes responsibility for her position in the 
eyes of young people. 

“One of the special benefits is when the 
kids come up and ask for my autograph 
and tell me, ‘You are doing so good. 
Someday I’m going to be a gymnast just 
like you.’ The feeling I get inside is not ex- 
plainable. 

“More than being a role model, | love 
having the opportunity to encourage other 


gymnasts that I trained with to stay in the 
sport, because it is worth it to have the 
chance to compete in college. There is so 
much glory in college and many gymnasts 
feel that if they don’t make the national 
team or go to the Olympics that they're 
nothing. That couldn't be farther from the 
truth,” Dobransky said. 


[I addition to the competition that colle- 
giate gymnastics offers Dobransky, she 
has also taken advantage of the academic 
opportunities at the University. She studies 
telecommunications and film. She decided 
on that field after making her film debut in 
the film “American Anthem” starring 
1984 Olympian Mitch Gaylord and Janet 
Jones. 

“Being a part of a movie and participat- 
ing in the behind-the-scenes action gave 
me a taste of what the industry is like. In 
my college classes, I was already a step 
ahead, because | was familiar with televi- 
sion cameras and studio sets,” Dobransky 
said. 

When most fans hear that Dobransky 
was in the movie, they immediately want 
to rent it and watch for the scenes that she 
played in. She warns though, that if any- 
one is anxious to watch the movie, “They 
would see me, but they wouldn't know it 
was me. I was little and I had short, short 
hair. There is one time you can see me on 
beam, but other than that, I’m just in the 
background.” 

Dobransky owes her chance in film to 
gymnastics. While a member of the nation- 
al team, she competed in Israel with Mitch 
Gaylord, who was also a national team 
member. 

“I got to know Mitch on the trip. Not 
long after returning from the trip, my 
coach said that Mitch called and asked if | 
wanted to be background in his movie. 
They needed gymnasts and | fit the profile 
of what they needed,” she said. 

If Dobransky learned anything from her 
brief film stint, it was that hard work goes 
into any production, be it sports or a 
movie. After working up to 16 hours a day 
on the set, she made a decision regarding 
the industry. 

“I told my mom that if I was ever in a 
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movie again, | was going to be a star. 
None of this background stuff for me any- 
more. 


ust like getting her feet wet in the film 

industry, Dobransky also got a taste of 
national competition last season at the 
NCAA Championships. She competed on 
the balance beam and had a chance to get 
the feel for that level of competition. Now 
she is ready for the 1991 nationals in 
Tuscaloosa, because she knows it is her 
turn to contribute more towards the team 
score. 

In preparing for the NCAA 
Championships in April, Dobransky con- 
tinues to push herself to be the best while 
also encouraging her teammates to do the 


me. 

“We have five freshmen this year and I 
want to do everything possible to make 
them the best they can be. | always try to 
keep a positive attitude in the gym. It isn’t 
always easy. Sometimes I’m in pain be- 
cause my leg bothers me, but I stick it out 
and go on. I think it shows them that you 
can work with a little pain,” she said. 

Dobransky has come a long way in gym- 
nastics, through national team competition 
as well as experience in a motion picture, 
and for her, all the hard work has been re- 
warded with the opportunity to be a part 
of the Alabama gymnastics family. 

“It’s all really fun: The glory, the com- 
petition, and everything else, | really enjoy 
doing it.” 


This has been a big year for sophomore 
gymnast Dana Dobransky. Last year as a 
freshman she saw only limited competi- 
tion because of a stress fracture in her 
leg, but this year she has been one of the 
top all-around performers for Coach 
Sarah Patterson’s Crimson Tide team. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Tide To Host 1991 NCAA Championships 


by Barbara Butler 


[ you're looking for something to do in 
April, the answer lies within the walls of 
Coleman Coliseum on The University of 
Alabama campus. 

The Crimson Tide women’s gymnastics 
team plays host to the 1991 NCAA 
Women’s Gymnastics Championships 
April 19-20. The top 12 gymnastics teams 
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from across the country will converge on 
Tuscaloosa for competition that will deter- 
mine the number one team in the nation. 
Last year in Corvallis, Oregon, the 
championship trophy went to Utah. Again 
in 1991 the Lady Utes rank among the 
top teams in the nation. Utah returned all 
but one gymnast from the 1990 champi- 
onship team. Expect them to make a run 
for the school’s seventh NCAA 


Championship title. 

Recognized names on the Ute team in- 
clude 1988 Olympian Missy Marlowe, who 
scored a perfect 10 on the uneven bars 
earlier this season. She finished fourth on 
the uneven bars and second on the floor 
exercise last year and was named an All- 
America in each event. Two other top 
competitors for Utah are Shelly Schaerrer 
and Kristin Kenoyer. The pair took second 
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LSU's Rachell Fruge, who has been ranked second through most of this year in all-around competition in the nation, leads the Tigers. 


and third respectively in the all-around at 
the 1990 championships. Schaerrer be- 
came a three-time All-America with top 
eight finishes in the all-around, the uneven 
bars and the floor exercise. Kenoyer won 
All-America honors in the all-around, 
vault, balance beam and floor exercise. 

To Alabama fans it is no surprise the 
Tide is once again among the top teams in 
the country. Alabama finished second last 
year by .325 and the Crimson Tide team 
is again expected to contend for the title. 
Alabama boasts a program that has fin- 
ished no lower than fourth in the nation 
since 1985. Coaches Sarah and David 
Patterson brought the program to national 
attention and have taken a team to the 
NCAA Championships every year dating 
back to 1983. 

Returning for Alabama is four-time All- 
America Dee Dee Foster, the 1990 NCAA 
All-Around Champion. Foster said, “My 
number one goal is to do whatever is nec- 
essary to help my team win a national 
championship. If | can put up high scores 
and give us a chance at winning, then that 
is what I want to do.” 

Competing in her second season with 
the Tide, Foster continues on her record 
setting path. Midway through the 1991 
season, she has already scored career 
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highs in every event and has set or tied 
every Alabama school record. 

Alabama also has the benefit of a 
healthy Dana Dobransky. Last season the 
former USA national team member was 
slowed by a stress fracture in her left leg. 
Back in the lineup and healthy, Dobransky 
has proven that she is one of the top all- 
around gymnasts in the country. So far in 
1991, she has won the all-around once 
(against Auburn) and set career highs in 
every event. 

In addition to Foster and Dobransky, 
Alabama continually receives outstanding 


Ticket Information 

Tickets for the NCAA Gymnastics 
Championships, to be held in Coleman 
Coliseum on The University of Alabama 
campus April 19-20, are available 
through the Alabama ticket office in the 
coliseum. 

The cost of a package, which includes 
both days of competition, is $18 for an 
adult ticket, $10 for a student ticket. 
Credit card orders may be given by tele- 
phone, (205) 348-6111. 

Friday's sessions begin at 4:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., while Saturday's session 
begins at 7 p.m. 


performances from senior Kim Masters, 
who ranks in the top 20 on vault and in 
the all-around. Senior Tina Rinker and ju- 
niors Gina Basile and Katherine Kelleher 
also have contributed to the Tide’s winning 
ways in 1991. Junior Shea McFall, an All- 
America on the vault, has been held back 
due to a sprained ankle in the fall, but she 
is regaining competition strength and 
should be on the floor for the champi- 
onships. 

Alabama's five freshmen, Wendy 
Chalmers, Keri Duley, Sheryl Dundas, 
Kara Stilp and Marti Watson add to the 
depth and talent of this squad. Each has 
seen competition during the regular season 
and each will play a pivotal role in 
Alabama’s championship performance. 

In addition to Utah and Alabama, expect 
to see the 1987 & 1989 NCAA 
Champion Georgia Bulldogs in the hunt 
for the championship title. Georgia added 
to its team’s depth and talent with the 
signing of 1988 Olympian Hope Spivey. 
Freshmen Spivey and Kelly Macy who 
rank among the nation’s elite in every 
event join veterans Heather Stepp and 
Sandy Rowlette on a Georgia team that 
will most definitely be among the top five 
qualifiers for the championships meet. 

Definitely not to be left out of the na- 
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tional picture are the Beavers of Oregon 
State University. Throughout the season, 
the team has consistently remained in the 
top 10 and at the midway point of 1991, 
the Beavers were the only team to have 
defeated number one ranked Utah. 

A crowd favorite at the 1990 NCAA 
Championships, hosted by Oregon State, 
Joy Selig returns to the championships for 
her ieak ate She captured first place on 
both the balance beam and floor exercise 
last year and finished 10th all-around. 
Look for former USA national team mem- 
ber Chari Knight and sophomore Amy 
Durham to join Selig in the all-around. All 
three currently rank among the top 20 
gymnasts in the all-around. 

Besides Utah, Alabama, Georgia and 
Oregon State a host of other top-20 
schools are in contention to qualify for the 
national championship. Consistently 
among the top schools are Florida, LSU, 
UCLA and Arizona, each of which partici- 
pated in the championships last year. 


lorida’s Pam Titus, an All-America on 

the floor exercise and uneven bars, 
scored a perfect 10 on her floor routine 
early in the 1991 season. 

LSU, another top SEC team, is led by 
Rachelle Fruge, who ranks among the na- 
tion’s top 10 all-arounders. Last year she 
finished fourth in the all-around. 

UCLA returns All-America Carol Ulrich 
and for Arizona, Anna Basaldua continual- 
ly ranks among the nation’s elite on vault, 
floor exercise and in the all-around. 

It is still too early to make a solid state- 
ment telling which teams will compete for 
the national crown, but one thing is for 
sure, every team that is present will give 
the crowd an unforgettable performance. 

Friday, April 19, the team competition 
commences with the bottom six qualifiers 
competing at 4:30 p.m. The first six seeds 
will compete in the evening session at 
7:30 p.m. Friday's competition will deter- 
mine the 1991 national team champion as 
well as the 1991 all-around champion. 
The gymnasts in first through eighth place 
will be named All-Americas in the all- 
around. 

Saturday night focuses on the individual 
competition. The top eight (may be more 
in the event of a tie) qualifiers on each 
event will compete for the national cham- 
pionship on the vault, uneven bars, bal- 
ance beam and floor exercise. In addition, 
the top eight gymnasts on each event will 
be named 1991 All-Americas. 

As a spectator, plan to witness two excit- 
ing evenings of competition as the best 
collegiate gymnasts in the nation vie for 
the 1991 NCAA Team Championship and 
the NCAA individual championships. 


Dee Dee Foster took home the heavy 
metal as a freshman at last year’s NCAA 
meet. She leads Alabama as the Tide 
hosts this year’s event. 

University of Alabama Photo 
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Basketball Soars Again: 


Tide Continues As One Of Best 


by Kirk McNair 


Loss to Arkansas in NCAA 
Tournament doesn’t take 
away from successes 


here is a temptation to remember the 
final game, an ignominious exit from 
the NCAA Championship Tournament at 


the familiar time: first game in the Sweet 
16. However, memory of that 93-70 loss 
at the hands of Arkansas should include 
the fact that only 16 of the nation’s hun- 
dreds of Division I college basketball teams 
were still alive in the national champi- 
onship tournament. 

Sure, Bama had been a preseason pro- 
jection as a possible Final Four team. And 
when the Tide defeated Wake Forest to 
advance to the Sweet 16, Wake Forest 
Coach Dave Odom spoke of Alabama in 
terms of being able to play with any team. 

In truth, Coach Wimp Sanderson's 
Crimson Tide was not capable of playing 


with any team. It was good enough to 
romp through another Southeastern 
Conference Tournament, winning its third 
straight championship, fourth in five years; 
but it was not able to win the SEC regular 
season championship, something almost 
everyone expected. The Tide was also ca- 
pable of losing to Wichita State. And 
against the very good teams, notably 
North Carolina early and Arkansas late, 
Alabama was overmatched. Alabama was 
a team that could be held to 55 points by 
a Vanderbilt, then come back in a couple 
of weeks and score 55 points in the first 
half in a victory over Kentucky. 

However, the downside notwithstanding, 
it was another successful year for Alabama 
basketball and for Tide Head Coach Wimp 
Sanderson. First to be considered is the 
success some now consider a failure: reach- 
ing the Sweet 16. Sanderson has led Bama 
to that plateau six times in his 11 years as 
head coach. Alabama has never advanced 
beyond that, but it is not because he and 
his staff decided to quit coaching or his 
players decided not to play hard. A trade- 
mark of Sanderson's Alabama teams from 
day one through the loss to Arkansas is 
that Bama is well-prepared and well- 
coached and that Tide players give their all. 
The 1990-91 Alabama was no exception. 

Very, very few teams finish the season 
with a victory. The national champion 
does, but 15 others who reached the 
Sweet 16 and 63 others who were good 
enough to make the tournament field end 
the year in defeat. Murray State and Wake 
Forest were among those finishing before 
Alabama, because Alabama won two 
games in the NCAA Tournament. The 
winner of the NIT does (a big deal only for 
the team that does it). A few teams not 
good enough to make the tournament do. 
And a team like Kentucky, ineligible for 
the tournament because of cheating, can. 
But it is the nature of basketball, a tourna- 
ment game, that most don’t. 

Alabama's final record was a more than 
respectable 23-10. The Tide went 3-0 in 
the SEC Tournament and 2-1 in the 
NCAA Tournament. In many respects it 
was a typical Alabama season, and it is a 
tribute to Tide coaches and players of the 
past decade and a half that a typical sea- 
son is a very good season. 

The Arkansas game showed one defect 
of this year’s Alabama basketball team. 
Bama did not have good depth. At the be- 
ginning of the season it was thought that 
depth would be a strong point. In the end 


It may be the most difficult man to re- 
place for the Crimson Tide basketball 
team will be point guard Gary Waites, a 
tenacious defender for four years and a 
true leader and much-improved shooter 
as a senior. 

University of Alabama Photo 
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it was a six-man team. Arkansas is a nine- 
man team. Beyond that, three Tide play- 
ers were hampered by illness (point guard 
Gary Waites) or injury (center Robert 
Horry pulled muscle, wing guard James 
Robinson injured knee), However, when a 
team that has looked so good through 
most of the year, particularly at tourna- 
ment time, looks so bad, give credit where 
credit is due: Arkansas was an excellent 
basketball team. 


here were individual honors for 

Alabama players during the year. 
Senior forward Melvin Cheatum was first 
team All-Southeastern Conference on the 
10-man Coaches’ team and on the five- 
man team selected by United Press 
International. Cheatum and senior point 
guard Gary Waites were both second team 
on the Associated Press team and fresh- 
man James Robinson was third team on 
both the Associated Press and United 
Press International teams. 

Waites was first team on Sanderson's fa- 
vorite honor roll: the five-man Coaches’ 
All-SEC Defensive Team. 

Robinson was selected to the SEC All- 
Freshman Team and was named by some 
as the SEC Freshman of the Year. 

At the SEC Tournament in Nashville, a 
small group of the many sportswriters and 
broadcasters covering the tournament 
choose the all-tournament team. Bama 
was certainly well-represented with 
Cheatum, Robinson and junior small for- 
ward Latrell Sprewell. However, the man 
who will likely remember the announce- 
ment of the team longest is Waites, who 
did not make it. When the announcement 
of the tearm was complete, the remaining 
fans, many of them wearing Crimson and 
White but also others, took up the chant: 
“Gary Waites!” They saw what the selec- 
tion committee did not, that Alabama's 


Name G-GS___ Avg. Min. FG-FGA 
Robinson 33-4 29.4 194-413 
Cheatum 33-33 35.4 217-450 
Horry 32-30 133-296 


963-2051 
903-2119 


Opponents 33 


championship was due in great part to the 
performance of Waites. 

Indeed, Waites will probably be the hard- 
est member of this Alabama team to re- 
place next year, which is not to overlook 
the considerable skills of Cheatum. Bama 
had four seniors: Waites, Cheatum, Bryant 
Lancaster and Marcus Campbell. Although 
Lancaster started, he was merely a little- 
used substitute whose playing time came at 
the beginning of games rather than at 
some other time. It was Sanderson's deci- 
sion that Robinson would be more effec- 
tive without the pressure of being a starter, 
and so Lancaster's role was an important 
one. (The use of Lancaster as a starter also 
gives Sanderson a crying point for presea- 
son 1991-92, that he lost three starters.) 
Campbell, a center, never became a top 
player, almost certainly because he was a 
relatively small man in a big man’s posi- 
tion. He is listed as 6-8 but is really 6-5. 


© what is ahead for Alabama? Things 

do not get easier. The SEC expansion 
affects basketball more than any other 
sport. The additions of Arkansas and 
South Carolina are good news for football 
coaches (two middle-of-the-pack type 
teams), bad news for basketball coaches 
Another stumbling block for Alabama inso- 
far as winning a fourth straight SEC 
Tournament title when the extravaganza 
moves to Birmingham next year will be the 
end of probation for Kentucky. 

Bama has, in effect, three starters and 
the two most-used backup men from this 
season returning. Horry and Robinson 
have exceptional skills, although 
Sanderson has to harness them. Sprewell 
is another fine addition from the junior col- 
lege ranks and a measure of credit for 
Bama's late-season success has to be 
awarded Sprewell. 

Center Marcus Webb, the lone wide body 


Final 1990-91 University of Alabama Basketball Statistics 
Record: 23-10 SEC: 12-6 Home: 11-1 Road: 5-7 Neutral: 7-2 


Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Reb-Avg. 
470 102-146 .699 130-3.9 
482 108-151 715 256-7.8 

82-102 .804  260-8.1 


488-687 
408-603 


PF-D Pts. Avg. As TO BS St 
98-4 554 16.8 76 15 35 
81-1 545 16.5 24 63 25 38 
104-2 381 11.9 56 74 77 38 
05 176 100 6 27 
8.9 62 54 16 35 
bo 4 
3.6 1 
2.6 8 
1.8 0 
1.4 0 
0.5 3 
0.4 0 
0.0 0 
3.5 0 


-710 1330-40.3 607-11 
677 1207-36.6 605-14 


Three-Point Field Goals: Alabama (166-416, .399): Robinson 64-153, .418; Cheatum 3-8, .375; Horry 33-98, .337; Waites 52- 
101, .515; Sprewell 5-12, .417; Webb 0-0; Jones 6-26, .231; Campbell 0-0; Rice 2-9, .222; Lancaster 1-7, .143; Rich 0-1, .000; 
Pearson 0-0; Wilson 0-1, .000; Lawrence 0-0. Opponents (181-563, .321) 
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on Alabama's team, has shown at times he 
can be very good, but he also has a tenden- 
cy to disappear (not easy for a man 6-8, 
270). Point guard Marcus Jones showed 
flashes of exceptional offensive skills in 
early Alabama games, but his defensive de- 
ficiencies kept him relegated to a minor 
role for most of the year. There must also 
be concern about a basketball player who 
was not academically eligible to participate 
as a freshman because the demands of bas- 
ketball keep those players from the class- 
room so much, (A football player might 
miss part of one day of class during an en- 
tire season because of his sport. A basket- 
ball player will miss an average of over a 
day per week during the SEC portion of 
the schedule.) 

Anyone who attended an Alabama bas- 
ketball game this season is aware of one 
redshirt freshman who is anxious to be a 
playing part of the Crimson Tide. It was 
appropriate that when Bama cut the nets 
in Nashville after winning the SEC 
Tournament that 6-10 center Cedric 
Moore was first man given the scissors. 
Moore was the Tide's number one cheer- 
leader during games and a hard-working 
member of the scout team during prac- 
tices. There's no sense in second-guessing 
the decision to hold Moore out, but one 
can't help but wonder what Sanderson 
would do if he had that choice to make 
again. Based on his performance in prac- 
tice, Moore looks like a sure bet to play a 
prominent role for the Tide next year. 

There are some other returning players: 
little-used backups Darby Rich (an 
Academic All-SEC performer who could 
graduate and be in law school by next 
year) and Kenneth Rice and redshirt fresh- 
man forward Greg Glass. However, the 
bulk of Bama's remaining help for 1990- 
91 will probably have to come from re- 
cruiting. 


453 526 165 213 
427 479 101 269 


2580 78.2 
2395 72.6 
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Basketball Prospects: 


Bama Looks To Add More 


by Kirk McNair 


Although three already 
signed, Tide wants more 
players in late period 


hile Alabama has had a successful 

basketball season and a successful 
early recruiting season, the work is not 
over. Another basketball signing date is ap- 
proaching. High school seniors and junior 
college sophomores who did not sign in 
the early period are now being hotly re- 
cruited for the signing period, April 10- 
May 15. 

Alabama has four seniors and two other 
players left the team earlier this year. Since 
the Tide has already signed three players, 
there is room for three more. And if one 
or more current player is not going to be a 
member of the team next year (there is no 
evidence of that), Bama Head Coach 
Wimp Sanderson could conceivably add 
even more players in the spring. 

Alabama has reportedly already received 
one verbal commitment from a high 
school player. Coach Tim Matthews of 
Sumpter County High School in Americus, 
Georgia, told "BAMA on March 20 that his 
star guard, LaKista McCuller, had select- 
ed Alabama over North Carolina State. 
McCuller, an all-state performer, is a 6-3, 
170-pound point guard who was all-state 
and Georgia Coaches Player of the Year. 
This season he averaged 22.6 points, 8 
assists and 6 rebounds per game and had 
a top game of 43 points in a region semifi- 
nal contest. He has been a varsity starter 
since the middle of his ninth grade season. 
The 17-year-old is a good student and his 
coach said there was no question he would 
be eligible. One recruiting service ranked 
him the nation’s fourth best available point 
guard. 

Bama is thought to be involved with at 
least one other out-of-state point guard. 
Tyrone Wilson, 6-3, 175, of Lower 
Richland High School in Hopkins, South 
Carolina, has been an all-state performer 
the past two years. He was also most valu- 
able player in the South Carolina North- 
South All-Star Game and won the three- 
point shooting contest there. As a. senior 
he averaged 16.5 points, 6 rebounds, 4.5 
assists and 3.6 steals per game and led his 
team to a 20-8 record, sixth in the state. 
As a junior he had his top scoring game, a 
37-point performance. Wilson is academi- 
cally eligible. He is coached by Gary 
Fulmer, who said Wilson is also consider- 
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Alonzo Johnson 


ing Georgia, South Carolina and North 
Carolina State. 

There have been reports linking Ala- 
bama with 6-0 point guard Pointer 
Williams of New Orleans, but sources 
there say Williams will decide between 
Tulane and Arkansas. 

Bama has also been mentioned with 6-4 
puss Demond Davis of Turner County 

igh School in Ashburn, Georgia. 


Th are still a handful of prep players 
in the state of Alabama being recruited 
by various schools. Alabama is almost cer- 
tainly recruiting at least one of those, the 
state’s tallest player. Alonzo Johnson, a 
7-foot center at Francis Marion High 
School in Marion, is listed as the nation’s 
number one available center, number two 
available inside player. He led Coach 
Woodie Jackson's team to the state 3A 
championship, where he was the most 
valuable player. He was also named all- 
state and the 3A player of the year. He will 
represent the United States on a Junior 
Olympic Team in Germany this summer 
and has also been selected a McDonald's 
All-America. Johnson, who weighs 235 
and is 18 years old, started just one year 
for Francis Marion after transferring there 
last year, then being injured. However, as a 
senior he averaged 19 points, 18 re- 
bounds, 8 blocked shots and hit 83 per 
cent of his free throws, 54 per cent from 
the field. His top game saw him score 30 
points, pull down 20 rebounds and block 
10 shots. His coach said he has a 2.3 
grade point average, but has not yet re- 
ceived his standardized test score. While 
some reports have Johnson unofficially 
committed to Alabama, others say 
Johnson is still considering LSU and possi- 
bly Tennessee. 

Cedric Neloms, a 6-5, 180-pound 
small forward who is expected to be a 
wing guard in college, has a 3.2 grade 
point average and made 20 on his ACT. 


However, his numbers on the basketball 
court are even more impressive. He aver- 
aged 31 points, 14 rebounds, 6 assists, 4 
blocks and 4 steals for Coach Mike 
Mitchell at Colbert County High School in 
Leighton. He is a three-year starter who 
was all-state this year. He had a top game 
of 51 points and 20 rebounds. He is con- 
sidering a large number of schools, includ- 
ing Alabama, his coach said. 

A familiar name is Roy Rogers. 
However, the Roy Rogers who starred for 
Linden High School in basketball this year 
was not a familiar name until late in the 
season, when major colleges began look- 
ing at him as a prospect. He is a 6-10, 
196-pound center/power forward for the 
state champions. He played for Coach 
Bobby Hall, who took over for Willie Scott 
when Coach Scott was sent to Saudi 
Arabia with the National Guard. Rogers, 
who is a good student and has made 22 
on the ACT, averaged 20 points, 11 re- 
bounds and 10 blocked shots per game. 
Paramount High School will be glad to see 
him graduate. In the finals of the area tour- 
nament Rogers blistered Paramount for 39 
points, 15 rebounds, and 8 blocked shots. 
In a regular season game Rogers had what 
may be a state record of 17 blocked shots. 
He was a two-year starter and all-state and 
most valuable player in the state tourna- 
ment as he led Linden to the 2A title. 

An irony is the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association selected Victor Newman, a 
6-7 center of Houston Academy in 
Dothan, as this year’s “Mr. Basketball.” 
Reports say Newman was not recruited by 
either Alabama or Auburn and he has 
committed to North Carolina State. 

One other top unsigned player in the 
state, guard Antonio Dixon of Phenix 
City Central, is reportedly headed for ju- 
nior college. 


it Is has been much more attention on 
the junior college ranks by major col- 
leges in recent years. And Alabama has 
certainly had great success with its few ju- 
nior college acquisitions rd Alvin Lee, 
center David Benoit and now small for- 
ward Latrell Sprewell. So it would not be a 
surprise if Tide recruiters were not once 
again checking out junior college players. 
Bama didn’t have far to go to check out 
one junior college star. Leonard White, a 
6-6, 210-pound power forward at 
Faulkner Junior College in Bay Minette. 
White, who is from Century, Florida, aver- 
aged 26.7 points, 13.1 rebounds, and 1.5 
blocked shots for Coach Jack Robertson. 
Faulkner was Alabama junior college state 
champion with a 30-3 record prior to the 
National Junior College Tournament. He 
had a top game of 50 points. He had 
scored 2,160 points in his two-year career 
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at Faulkner, a school record, and was the 
nation’s sixth-leading junior college scorer. 
He was the most valuable player in the 
state and in the Alabama junior college 
tournament. One report called him the na- 
tion’s most highly-sought junior college 
player and his coach said he had been 
contacted by some 55 major colleges. 

Another junior college power forward 
who has been linked with Alabama is 
André Perry of Coffeyville Junior College 
in Kansas. Perry, who is from Detroit, is 6- 
7, 220. He averaged 23.4 points, 11.3 re- 
bounds and 1.8 blocked shots per game 
for Coach Bin Graefe and was a unani- 
mous all-conference selection and the 
most valuable player in the conference all- 
star game. He had a top game of 37 
points and it came on the road. He had 
numerous 30-plus scoring games in his ca- 
reer at Coffeyville. Perry has been selected 
to play for the United States Junior 
College All-Stars against the Texas Junior 
College All-Stars on April 4. Alabama is 
one of a large number of schools he is 
considering, his coach said. 

Bama has also been linked with a couple 
of junior college point guards whose teams 


Update On Tide Signees 


Here is how Alabama’s three basketball signees from the early period did in their final 
high school seasons: 

Jason Caffey, a 6-8, 215-pound inside player (who will be a small forward at 
Alabama) averaged 18 points, 11 rebounds, 3.1 blocked shots, 4.4 assists and 2.3 steals 
for Coach Bill Ryan's Mobile Davidson team. Coach Ryan said Caffey had made a 24 on 
his ACT and is eligible. He had a high game of 32 points and was selected all-state, a 
McDonald’s All-America and Scholastic magazine player of the year in Alabama. 


Bryan Passink, a 6-4, 175-pound shooting guard averaged 27.6 points, 6.1 re- 
bounds and 4.3 assists for Coach Tommy Cannon at Benedictine Military School in 
Savannah, Georgia. He is the all-time leading scorer in school history, He had a top 
game of 53 points. He was an honorable mention All-America by Sporting News, 
Street & Smith and McDonald’s. He was also named one of the nation's top ten shoot- 
ers by Sporting News. Passink was named the 1991 Player of the Year in Savannah. 

Russell Walters, a 6-9, 210-pound center led Coach Keith Robinson's Northeast 
Jones team of Laurel, Mississippi, to its best record in history, 28-6, and second place in 
the state. He averaged 24 points, 12.5 rebounds and 2 blocked shots per’ game. He was 
allstate and will play for the Mississippi All-Star team against the Alabama All-Star team, 


tied for their conference championships in 
Texas. 

Ron Bayless of Kilgore averaged 15.3 
points, 5.7 assists and 2.2 steals for 
Coach Shawn Scanlon’s team. He was a 
two-year all-conference performer, Bayless 
is 6-2, 185 and originally from 
Indianapolis. 


Get the latest 


Gerald Williams is a 5-10, 180- 
pounder at Tyler, where he averaged 12 
points and 6 assists. He is originally from 
Shaw High School in Metairie, Louisiana, 
where he led his team to the state champi- 
onship. The two-year starter and all-con- 
ference performer had a top game of 26 
points and 8 assists. 


Crimson Tide sports updates! 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


1-900-860-1979 


24-Hour Service 


Daily Football Updates 


Hotline 


The regular daily football updates will continue during spring training, tentatively scheduled, 
through April 13, by 7 p.m. central time each practice day 


Weekly Updates on All Bama Sports 


(by 7 p.m. central time each Sunday) 
Recruiting Information 


Reports by 7 p.m. Sunday. Basketball updates Increase with the approach of signing day, April 10. 
Calls May be made from touch tone or rotary dial telephone 
Charge is two dollars for first minute, one dollar each additional minute 
All charges will be billed by AT&T 
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Men’s Basketball 
86 Brazil (Exhibition) 52 
88 Spirit Express (Exhibition) 83 
72 Delaware 47 
96 Wake Forest 95 (OT) 
82 Southern Miss 84 
(@ Birmingham) 


71 @ Wichita State 74 (OT) 
79 @ North Carolina (ESPN) 95 
79 VMI 45 
62 @ U-T-Chattanooga 58 
Blue Angels Classic @ Pensacola 
re! Towson State 52 
93 North Carolina-Charloette 67 
68 @ Auburn (ESPN) 56 
55 @ Vanderbilt 66 
72 Florida 64 
76 @ Ole Miss 73 (OT) 
80 LSU (ESPN) 90 
67 Georgia (CBS) 62 
59 @ Mississippi State 68 
88 Kentucky (JP) 83 
83 @ Tennessee 74 
88 Auburn 80 
79 Ole Miss 74 
88 @ Florida (JP) 80 
66 Vanderbilt 55 
81 @ LSU (ABC) 88 
68 @ Georgia (JP) 73 
97 Mississippi State 72 
73 @ Kentucky (ESPN) 79 
96 Tennessee (JP) 88 
71 S-Florida 65 
77 S-Auburn 59 
88 S-Tennessee 69 
89 N-Murray State 79 
96 N-Wake Forest 88 
70 N-Arkansas 93 


S-Southeastern Conference Tournament 
N-NCAA Tournament 


Men’s Swimming 


136 Georgia 107 
129 @ Texas 143 
121 @ SMU 122 
141 Kentucky 96 


Rammer Jammer Invitational 


Kansas 719, Alabama 667, Georgia 531, 
South Carolina 425, Florida State 312, Miami 


268, Florida 254, Auburn 224 


145 Florida 87 
121 Auburn 120 
83 @ LSU 142 
76 @ Tennessee 128 
Feb, 21- SEC Championships 3rd 


Feb. 23. @ Lexington 

March 7-9 NCAA Diving Qualifying 

March 28- NCAA Championships All Day 
March 30 @Austin, Texas 

(All times central) 


1990-91 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Women’s Basketball 


68 Sweden (Exhibition) 72 
UNLV Invitational Tournament 
62 UNLV 80 
76 San Francisco 61 
89 Jacksonville State 79 
106 Tuskegee 41 
@ Birmingham 
92 Auburn-Montgomery 69 
Radford Tournament 
96 Delaware State 44 
72 Morgan State 42 
78 @ Auburn-Montgomery 57 
55 @ New Orleans 67 
Shoney's Classic 
72 Lamar 62 
62 Georgia State 21 
57 @ Louisiana Tech 63 
84 @ Alabama-Birmingham 70 
61 Tennessee 86 
73 Vanderbilt 63 
65 @ Florida State 88 
99 @ Alabama State 71 
69 @ Mississippi State 57 
72 @ Kentucky 65 
48 @ Auburn 77 
72 Ole Miss 78 
90 @ Florida 93 (OT) 
105 Alabama State 74 
66 @ LSU 78 
47 @ Georgia 83 
73 Mississippi State 56 
77 Southeastern Louisiana 57 
95 S-Florida 75 
69 S-Georgia 78 


S-Southeastern Conference Tournament 


Women’s Swimming 


124 Georgia 169 
94 @ Texas 181 
97 @ SMU 144 
130 Kentucky 111 


Rammer Jammer Invitational 


Florida 702, Georgia 683, Kansas 479, 
Alabama 449, Miami 368, Auburn 333, South 


Carolina 321, Florida State 216 


110 Florida 183 
137 Vanderbilt 72 
123 Auburn 120 
96.5 @ LSU 139.5 
118 @ Tennessee 171 
Feb. 21- SEC Championships 4th 


Feb. 23 @ Lexington 

March 7-9 NCAA Diving Qualifying 

March 21- NCAA Championships 21st 
March 23 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 

(All times central) 


Gymnastics 
188.85 @ Auburn 185.95 
192.10 Penn State 189.50 
192.75 @ Georgia 191.80 
192.75 LSU @ Georgia (ESPN) 190.20 
192.00 Arizona State 188.85 
192.00 Auburn 186.75 
192.00 Minnesota 183.75 
194.15 UCLA 191.15 
193.25 @Oklahoma 189.95 
193,25 Missouri @ Oklahomal88.45 
192.80 @ Nebraska 187.20 
192.80 Arizona State @ Nebraska 186.65 
192.50 @ Florida 192.40 
192.55 @ Arizona 190.45 
192.55 Michigan State @ Arizona 174.55 
194.20 Nebraska 189,50 
March 23 SEC Championships 2nd 
@ Lexington 
April6 = NCAA Central Regionals 
@ Auburn 


April 19- NCAA Championships 
April 20 (Coleman Coliseum, Tuscaloosa) 
(All times central) 


Men’s Track 


dan. 25- —_ USAir Invitational 

Jan. 26 (Johnson City, Tennessee) 

Feb, 2 Purple Tiger Invitational — 5th 
(Baton Rouge, Louisiana) 

Feb. 8 Barnett Bank Invitational — 5th 
(Gainesville, Florida) 

Feb, 23- SEC Championships — 5th 

Feb, 24 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana) 

March 2 Last Chance Invitational 
(Indianapolis, Indiana) 

March 8- NCAA Championships - 9th 

March 9 (Indianapolis, Indiana) 


Women’s Track 


Jan. 25- — USAir Invitational 

Jan. 26 (Johnson City, Tennessee) 

Feb, 2 Purple Tiger Invitational — 2nd 
(Baton Rouge, Louisiana) 

Feb. 8 Barnett Bank Invitational — 4th 
(Gainesville, Florida) 

Feb. 23- SEC Championships — 4th 

Feb. 24 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana) 

March 2 Last Chance Invitational 
(Indianapolis, Indiana) 

March 8- NCAA Championships 

March 9 (Indianapolis, Indiana) 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/APRIL '91 


Baseball 


Alcorn State 
Alabama-Birmingham 
@ South Alabama 

@ South Alabama 

@ Alabama-Birmingham 
Tennessee Tech 
Tennessee Tech 
Illinois State 

Illinois State 
Northeast Louisiana 
Ohio State 

Furman 

Ohio State 

Furman 

Louisville 

Louisville 

@ Florida 

@ Florida 

Eastern Kentucky 
Arkansas State 
Arkansas State 

@ Mississippi State 

@ Mississippi State 

@ Mississippi State 
Mar. 26 Illinois 

Mar. 27 Illinois 

Mar. 30 Tennessee (2) 

Mar. 31 Tennessee 

Apr. 3 Middle Tennessee State 
Apr.4 Middle Tennessee State 
Apr.6 — Ole Miss (2) 

Apr. 7 Ole Miss 

Apr.9 — Murray State 

Apr. 10 Muray State 

Apr. 13 @ Georgia (2) 

Apr. 14 @ Georgia 

Apr. 17 Samford 

Apr. 20 Auburn (2) 

Apr. 21 Auburn 

Apr. 23. Auburn @ Montgomery 
Apr. 27 @ LSU (2) 
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Apr. 28 @LSU 
May4 — Kentucky (2) 
May5 = Kentucky 


May 7 South Alabama 
May8 South Alabama 
May9 = Auburn @ Dothan 
May 11 @ Vanderbilt (2) 
May 12 @ Vanderbilt 

(All times Central) 
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APRIL '91/’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


1991 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


; - 
Men’s Tennis 

Feb. 1- National Indoor @ Minneaplis 

ra. 10 (Invitational for individuals) 

Middle Tennessee 

Ice Volleys @ Minneapolis 

Clemson 

Miami 


Murray State 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Southwestern Louisiana 
Ole Miss 

Corpus Christi (Texas) Invitational 
Long Beach State 
Notre Dame 
Harvard 
Ole Miss 


@ Georgia 

Blue-Gray @ Montgomery 
Indiana 

TCU 

Arizona 


March 28 @ Florida 

April3 LSU 

April6 = @ Vanderbilt TBA 

April8  @ Kentucky TBA 

April 13 Auburn 2:00 
2:00 
2:00 
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April 19 Tennessee 

April 20 Mississippi State 

April 25-28 SEC Championships @ Oxford 
May 17-26 NCAA @ Athens 
(All times Central) 


Men’s Golf 


Feb. 6-10 Gator Invitational @ Gainesville 
(Tie for 4th of 18 teams) 

Feb. 20-24 Doral/Taylor Made Invitational 
@ Miami 
(tie for 7th of 18 tearns) 
Jerry Pate Invitational 

@ Pensacola 

(tie for 3rd of 15 teams) 
Southeastern Invitational 
Montgomery 
(2nd of 15 teams) 

April 17-21 Eagle Invitational 
@ Savannah, Ga. 

April 24-28 Billy Hitchcock Invitational 
@ Auburn 

May 8-14SEC Championships @ Starkville 
May 22-24 NCAA Regionals, TBA 


March 6-10 


March 20-24 


Men’s Track & Field 


March 22-24 Alabama Rel 
March 29-30 Florida Relays @ Gainesville 
April 6 Crimson Classic 
(Kansas, Michigan, Ole Miss, Indiana, 
Washington State) 
April 13 @ Ore 
April 20 Ole Miss Invitational @ Oxford 
April 25-27 = Penn Relays @ Philadelphia 


May 5 Auburn Invitational @ Auburn 
May 16-19 SEC Championships 
Baton Rouge 


May 23 Last Chance Invitational @ Atlanta 
May 29-June 1 NCAA @ Eugene, Oregon 


Women’s Tennis 
ALABAMA INVITATIONAL 
South Alabama 
Ohio State 
Alabama-Birmingham 


COMMODORE CUP 
Arkansas 
Wake Forest 
Samford 


ooo 0 
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Georgia 
Tennessee 
INDIANA INVITATIONAL 

Indiana 
TCU 
Texas A&M 
@ Florida State 
Mississippi State 

HOUSTON INVITATIONAL 
@ Houston 
North Carolina @ Houston 
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3 Kentucky 
March 30 @ Auburn 1:00 
April6 —— Florida 
April11l  @ Ole Miss 2:00 
April 13. @LSU TBA 
April 20 Vanderbilt 12:00 
April 21 Auburn-Montgomery 12:00 
April 25-28 SEC Championship @ Knoxville 
May 8-May 16 NCAA @ Palo Alto 
(All times Central) 


Women’s Golf 


Feb. 15-17 Lady Gator Invitational 
@ Gainesville 

(10th of 12 teams) 
Auburn Invitational 

@ Eufaula 

(3rd of 8 tears) 

LSU Fairwood Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 

(Sth of 13 teams) 

April 5-7 SMU Invitational 
@ Dallas 

USA Invitational 
@ Foley 

May 3-5 SEC Championships 
@ Lexington 


March 1-3 


March 15-17 


April 19-21 


Women’s Track & Field 


March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
March 29-30 Florida Relays @ Gainesville 
April 6 Crimson Classic 
(Kansas, Michigan, Ole Miss, Indiana, 
Washington State) 

April 13 @ Oregon 
April 20 Ole Miss Invitational @ Oxford 
April 25-27. — Penn Relays @ Philadelphia 
May 5 Auburn Invitational @ Auburn 
May 16-19 SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 
May 23 Last Chance Invitational @ Atlanta 
May 29-June 1 NCAA @ Eugene, Oregon 
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“Top-Flight Technology.” 


Some printers will tell you 
anything. That they’ll work over- 
time to meet your deadline. Per- 
sonally monitor the press run to 
assure you of quality. Come in 
under budget. Turn lead into gold. 
Fly. Make it rain. You name it, 
they’ll promise it. 


Not so at EBSCO. We’ve built 
our plant around the highest preci- 
sion technology to allow us to 


meet your needs, and our prom- 
ises. Opti-copy electronic imaging. 
Automated scanner densitom- 
eters. Plant-wide environmental 
controls. Waste material recycling. 


' Around-the-clock production 


crews. Things most printers only 
dream about. 


EBSCO adds up to one of the 
most advanced graphic arts 
centers in the Southeast. Which 


means sharper images. More vivid 
colors. More exact positionings. 
Properly dried inks. Promptly met 
deadlines. And the cost savings 
that go hand in hand with super 
advanced technology. 


So call EBSCO. And leave 
the high-flying promises to 


the competition. “ 
Industries, i 
Inc. 


EM EBSCO MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


¢ Full color magazines 
with features on the stars 


and stars-to-be 

* Newsletters with the 
story behind the story 
of each football game 


* The best in recruiting 


information 


¢ The Alabama tradition 


remembered 
* Coverage of all 
Crimson Tide sports 


PLEASE SEND ME 
ONE YEAR (24 ISSUES) 
OF ’BAMA 
FOR ONLY $35.00 
10 Magazines Augusit-May 
14 Newsletters 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
total amount enclosed____sforr subscriptions. 
Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each subscription 

___ Payment Enclosed __ MasterCard ___ Visa 
penn Card # Exp. Date 
{Signature 
IPLEASE PRINT 
H 
\TO: 
Name 

Address Phone 
H 
iCity State ZIP 
| 
{GIFT TO 
! Name 
Address Phone 
City State ZIP 
iGIFT FROM 
Name 
Address Phone 
| 
City State ZIP 


Make check payable to: »Baya Magazine 


P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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IF THEY LOOK LIKE COLLE 7 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS, YOU’RE ONLY SEEI . 


Sheldon Allen 

Texas Southern University 
Ike Ayozie 

Jackson State University 
Charles Bryant 

Virginia Union University 
Dave Brzenchek 

Penn State University 
Curtis Butts 

San Diego State University 
Pedro Cherry 

Auburn University 

Irvin Clark 

Florida A&M University 
Kelvin Coney 

Southern University 
DeRocke Croom 


Hampton University 


Rodney Culver 
University of Notre Dame 


Antone Davis 
University of Tennessee 


PART OF THE PICTURE. 


Toyota congratulates the 1990 Leaders of the Year 
and weekly Leadership Award recipients. Toyota ex- 
tends special congratulations to Eddie Robinson of 
Alabama State University and Todd Sandroni of the 
University of Mississippi for being chosen as Leaders 
of the Year. Toyota recognizes all the students listed 
below for excelling in athletics, academics, and com- 
munity service. Their discipline and unrelenting 


E'Vinski Davis 

Grambling State University 
Robert Dendy 

South Carolina State College 
Ty Detmer 

Brigham Young University 
Derek Dooley 

University of Virginia 
Scott Evans 

University of Oklahoma 
Chris Gale 

Jackson State University 
Brian Gary 

Tuskegee University 

Oscar Giles 

University of Texas 

Craig Gob 

University of Pittsburgh 
Colin Godfrey 

Tennessee State University 
Vernon Grier 

South Carolina State University 


Jim Hansen 
University of Colorado 
Ray Hilvert 

Boston College 


Gregory Hlatky 
U.S. Naval Academy 


Marcus Hodges 

Virginia Union University 
Eric Holaworth 
University of Pittsburgh 


Johnny Howard 
University of Alabama 
Maurice Earl Jackson 
Texas Southern University 
John Kasay 

University of Georgia 
Tracy Kendall 

Alabama A&M University 
Gary Martin 

Virginia State University 
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effort toward these goals make them more than team 
players; these qualities make them leaders. 

The example they have set is an inspiration to us all, 
and we're proud to add their names to a growing roster 
of Leadership Award recipients. 

So take a good look at the list below, because there's 


alot more talent on the field @&) TOYOTA 


than you may realize. 

Russell Maryland Dave Roberts 

University of Miami Florida State University 
Charles McRae Eddie Robinson 
University of Tennessee Alabama State University 
Ryan Mihalko Joe Saffold 

University of Notre Dame Central State University 
Jeff Miller Chris Samuels 
University of Oklahoma University of Texas 

John Milligan Todd Sandroni 
University of Michigan University of Mississippi 
Rick Mirer Mike Sawatzky 
University of Notre Dame University of Oklahoma 
Anthony Noto Stefen Scotton 

US. Military Academy Georgia Tech 

Lance Pavlas Roger Shultz 


Texas A&M University 
Chris Perkins 

Alcorn State University 
Cedric Rawls 

Howard University 
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University of Alabama 
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“T love what you do for me’ 


Mike Sullivan 
University of Miami 


Mike Sullivan 

Texas Christian University 
Willie Thomas 

Penn State University 
Leroy Thompson 

Penn State University 

Rob Thomson 

Syracuse University 

Pat Tyrance 

University of Nebraska 
Gregory Waller 
Winston-Salem State University 


Anthony Williams 
Norfolk State University 


